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that the errors of the past are not repeated.
Taking the broad principle of this Bill, I
do0 not. see any necessity for it, and I am
afraid I cannot support it.

On motion by Ron. H. S& W. Parker,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.20 p,.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

As to Shortage and Service .Reteases.

.Mr. HOLM1AN asked the Minister for
Health:

1, Is he aware that there is still a short-
age of medical officers. in various country
centres?

2, Has he any information as to the pos-
sible release of medical officers from the
Services in the near future?

3, If not, what steps (if any) is the
Covernment taking, with a view to having
sufficient releases made to eater adequately
for the health of the communityl

The MINISTER replied:
I, Yes.
2 and 3, The State Government is co-

Operating wvith the Commonwealth in order
to secure the services of mnedical officers.
The Commonwealth proposes to retain par-
tial control under National Security Regu-

lations to enable an even distribution o
medical officers uantil the position reverts ti
normal.

CRICKET GROUNDS.
As to Assistance from Physical

Fitness Fund.
Mr. NORTH asked the Minister foi

Education:-
1, Is he aware that there is great diffi.

culty for cricket clubs to obtain grounds foj
their game, owing to the impossibility ol
maintaining such grounds during the war
in the metropolitan areai

2, Has the question been considered ol
assisting the local authorities, as for in-
stance in Cottesloc, wvith finance from the
Physical Fitness Fund to assist rehabilita-
tion of such grounds?

The M1INISTER replied:
1, Yes.
2, Yes.

AIR SERVICES.

As to Applications to Operate,

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Transport:

1, Has he any knowledge of applications
to the Transport Board for permission bu
run ain air service to various parts of the
State from the city?7

2, If so, what are the particulars?
3, Has he any objection to such applica-

tions being granted, assumning everything is
in order?

4, Would such improved facilities for
fast travel have any appreciable effect upon
railway revenue'?

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes. The Western Australian Trans-

port Board has applications from two firms
for licenses to operate air services between
Perth and country centres.

2, The applications relate to the conduct
of an air service between Perth and Albany
with landings at intermediate towns in the
South-West and Great Southern districts.

3, The granting of licenses, is a function
of the Western Australian Transport
Board.

4, I would not endeavour to forecast the
effect of air services upon railway revenue,
but the future policy in regard to air ser-
vices is now under consideration.
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COUNTRY WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Treatment of Brackish Water.

Mr'. LESLIE asked the Minister for
Works:

1, Is he aware that in the coal regions of
West Virginia (America) it has been con-
elusively demonstrated that brackish water
can be converted into excellent potable
'water by putting the water through beds of
granular ion-exchange synthetic resinsl

2, Is he a'vare that because of the instal-
lation of this system a mining town in West
Virginia will have an ample low-cost pot-
able municipal water supply, drawn from
local wells yielding only brackish water, thus
obviating the necessity for the costly haul-
age of water from a source very many miles
distant?

3, Have any investigations been made in-
to the practicability of this method being
introduced into thme dry areas of Western
Australia, particularly the north-eastern
irheatbelt, where underground brackish
'water is available in abundance?

4, In view of the enormous economic
value such a mdthod, if capable of success-
ful application, would be to Western Aiis-
trajia will he, if suchb investigations have
not already been made, arrange for fall in-
quiry and investigations to be undertaken
at the earliest possible nmonment? If not,
'why not?

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes.

2, An article to this effect appeared in a
recent publication by the American Cyana-
mid Company.

3, Owing to shortage of technical staff,
only3 limited research has been possible to
date.

4, Yes.

COOKING STOVES.

As to Electric and Gas Fittings.
Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for

Health:
1, Does the Government favour facilities

for electric and gas cooking being extended
as far as possible having regard to our
climate?

2, If so, will he take up with the authori-
ties the question of the release of men and
materials for such purposes in the metro-
politan area, having specific reference to
municipal gas facilities in North street, Cot-
tesloc I

The MINISTER replied:
1, The State OoVernnient favours t)

provision of all reasonable amenities for tI
citizens of the State.

2, Approaches have continuously be(
miade for manpower releases for m(
for State industries and the lion. membex
co-operation with the local authorities woo
help in such specific cages.

BILL--MARKETING OF ONIONS ACIJ
AMENDMENT.

Rend a third time and transmnitted to tU
Council.

BILL--COMMONWEALTH POWERS.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise
0-ascoyne) [4.35] in moving the secoi
rcading said: This Bill is to provide f
the reference to the Commonwealth of cc
tamn powers in connection with the cents
of prices. Immediately after the outbreak
war, the question of the necessity for pric
control received the consideration of ho
State and Commonwealth Goveramen
The Parliament of this State passed a Pi
fiteering Prevention Act and, in collabor
tion 'with the Commonwealth, established
prices branch in this State. An officer
the State Public Service wasL appointed
Western Australia' as Deputy Prices Coi
missioner,'and he has acted on behalf of t
Commonwealth in connection with prh(
fixing until the present time. Between t
beginning of the war and April, 1942, t
Commonwealth, under National Securi
Regulations, declared certain articles
coming within prices control. Action wv
taken in connection with other 'goods und
State legislation; but in 1942, under t
National Security Regulations of the Coi
monwealth, the Commonwealth took acti'
to control very many specified commoditi
and also services, and as from that tii
the operation of the State Act virtual
ceased.

It was, under tile Conionwealth Natior
Security orders and under the direction
the Commonwealth Price Fixing Comm
sioner that the authority was assumed a
the control implemented in this State a
in other States. There is a certain mes
of doubt in regard to the period when t
National 'Security orders shall end. T
legal position is therefore somewhat u
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certain, and considerable doubt centres in
the point as to what is the date to be CQfl-
sidered as the cessation of hostilities. Legal
authorities of the Commonwealth have ex-
pressed the view that the cessation of hos-
tilities will be on the date when the peace
treaty is signed between the belligerent na-
tions. So with the doubt as to the National
Security Act lapsing within a certain
pecriod, and that doubt also bringing 'in the
point that the prices regulations may be
challenged at Any time even though the Act
itself remains in force, action is 'necessary
to continue the control of prices to prevent
inflation,

r do not think there is any doubt what-
ever that the cessation of prices control
would cause chaos in all the Australian
States today. At the end of 'the last war the
inflationary tendencies were very great and
prices of many commodities soared by any-
thing from 50 per cent. to well over 100 per
cent. in the case of some goods in everyday
ulse. During this war the disturbance to
the general economy has been even greater
than during the last war period, and there
is a4 much larger demand for both consumer
and 'capital goods. I think, also, it can safely
be said that there is a greater accumulation
of mouey, the wherewithal to purchase those
goods irrespective of prices. Jt follows that
the inflationary tendencies that ensued after
the last war will be marked, for a consider-
able period iii the future. The seriousness
of the effects of such inflationary tendencies
must, I think, be obvious to everyone, and
if, whether in regard to foodstuffs or mat-
erials of all sorts, so much in need in every
section of the community, they force prices
to skyrocket, it will be bad for all sections
of the community.

There will also he a serious position in
industries supplying construction 'mnater-
ials, all the industries ancillary to the build-
ing industry, which in turn will seriously
affect our housing position it prices are al-
lowed to get out of control. Without doubt
there will he an increase in the demand for
such commodities as timber, bricks, cement,
rubber and all the requisites for homes and,
indeed, many articles of foodstuffs in ad-
dition to those in everyday use. It would
be a bad thing- for the public and private
eonstiuction of buildings to be as seriously
utiferted as it could be if prices are allowed
to go uncontrolled. If prices are not con-
trolled in the near future, many materials

such as textiles will be 'in the same position
and many goods will be put out of the reach
of the people who most need them.

Thcre is also the effect on the wages posi-
tion. Firstly, there is the inability of per-
sons onl lo-wer wage rates to buy the neces.
.sary commodities and, secondly, the ultimate
effect-though there would be a lag in it-
of forcing up the wage rates because of the.
uncontrolled prices that would affect wvage ,
including the basic wage. The whole posi-
tion would be very damaging to the individ-
ual, damiaging to Western Australia's in-
ternal industries, and it could be damaginfr
also to our export industries, because it
would iacrease our difficulties in producing-
at a cost at which we could export profit-
ably. There would be serious repercussions
in all sections of industry, including
rural development and the production of
commodities necessary for the re-establish-
mient of our returning service personnel,
and the re-establishment and reconstruction
of the farms where repairs and maintenance
have had to be delayed. All those thing,, will
be seriously and prejudicially affected un-
less there is some control of the price level.

One bad aspect of the inflationary tendency
of prices, following conditions such as those
we have lust passed through, is that a boonm
is created at iflated prices, and it takes a
long time to overcome that. Where the
prices are transferable to land and pro-
perties there is always chaos following the
getting out of control of values in that way.
While the debts would be. incurred at the
higher rates, when the fall came there would
be serious losses of capital and heavy liabili-
ties for the people affected. There is also
the effect of uncontrolled prices on the
State's affairs. The State expects to launch,
in the near future, a considerable loan pro-
gramme. Works of all kinds will be under-
taken in all directions, as and when materials
and manpower are available, and in mnn
districts. If those casts are to he seriously
affected by artificially inflated prices, that
would re-act very detrimentally on the State
for many years to come. The total loss over
a period of years could easily he a colossal
one.

T do not think we need look very far for
it to be quite clear to us that the control of
prices must continue, We know of the
experiences of the purchasing public
in the matter of commodities that have
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been released, from timie to time, from
price control. Most of those commodities
are those needed in the average home in order
to maintain health. They are commodities
needed in the homes of workers in all walks
of life, and in all industries, yet as soon as
price control is relinquished prices immedi-
ately, and without warning, doubls them-
selves. We have had that experience in this
city during the last wveek or two, in the ease
of fruits produced in this State. The Com-
monwealth advised the Premiers of all States
that this subject was to be discussed at the
last Premiers' Conference, and prior to that
conference reports were obtained from the
Crown Solicitor and the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Prices in this State. It was found
that the High Court, a long time ago, de-
cided that one State could not legislate to
fix maximum prices for goods sold in an-
other State for use in the State so leg-islat-
mug-

We could therefore be seriously embar-
rass9ed in interstate trade unless a law existed
to enable control, within the State of pur-
chase, to keep within limits the prices of
commodities purchased for sale and us efrom
another State. ThaLt would seriously em-
barrass the State forced to purchase from
another State many manufactured and pro-
cessed commodities The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Prices of this State gave his
opinion that, both constitutionally and prac-
tically, the control of prices after the war
could not effectively be handled bythe States,
and should be controlled by the Common-
wealth. When the complete reports of the
two officers concerned were -reviewed by the
Government, they appeared to leave no al-
ternative but that the power should be vested
in the Commonwealth.

At the Premiers' Conference held in
August last with all the States represented,
I informed the Prime Minister that I was
prepared to submit legislation to the State
Parliament authorising that the control of
prices should be vested in the Commonwealth
for a period of three years. The Premier
of Tasmania gave a similar assurance, and
the Premier of Victoria promised to refer
the matter to his Government for considera-
tion and decision. The relative portions of
the Commonwealth Powers Act submitted
to the Western Australian Parliament sub-
sequent to the Constitutional Convention read
as follows:-

Profiteering and prices (but not includin
prices or rates chiarged by State or sew
Government or local governing bodies Ac
goods or services).

When the Bill was introduced into our Stal
Parliament, the Legislative Council amende
this provision to the one word "profiteering.
Thus at that stage the provision specificall
mentioned in this Bill was taken out of tt
measure presented at that time and part c
it was passed by the Legislative Counci
Other States at that time passed the lcgi
lotion, those States being Queensland, Ne
South Wales and South Australia, hut it rn
mains for the other States to pass legish
tion of this kind to retain control of priet
during the period of inflationary tendene;
Subsequently, however, the proposal coi
tamned in the original agreement was sul
mitted to the people of Australia as part i

the Referendum. The people of Western Au
tralia, as members will recollect, carried
by a large majority, and it can therefore t
said to have the endorsement of our peopl
As distinct from that, however, we are in
period when chaotic conditions would arh
if we permitted the inflationary tendene
due to the causes I have mentioned to for(
price-s out of a11 reasonable reach for eon
moditics so much. needed by the' averse
householder.

Mr. North: Is the State's control insufi
cient 7

The PREMIER: I hove already explaine
that it is insufficient and that, particular]
in regard to interstate goods, the only wa
to control prices is to give the Commonwealt
authority to exercise the power over tra
as between State and State.

This Bill is a very simple one. It providE
for prices control to be referred to the Con
monweaith for a period of three years con
mencing from the date when the measui
comes into operation. As members wj
notice, a safeguard has been inserted to ci
suire that the reference of power is a ten
porary one. There is a difference of opinio
between constitutional lawyers as to wheth(
a transfer of powers in this way ca
be made for a limited period c
whether the powers, once given to ti
Commonwealth, are permanently givei
Since that doubt exists, the Bill prn
rides that, should temporary ref erenc
prove to be illegal, then thme refereuc
itself will he invalid. Members will fin
that that precaution is taken in the Bill s
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that the transference of power will be tem-
porary. In this respect, the Bill follows
exactly the Commonwealth Powers Act al-
ready passed by this Parliament,

I think South Australia was the first
State to introduce such legislation and has
included a similar provision, so the Bill,
which is a short one, sets out in the pre-
amble the approach to this problem-
whereas certain agreements were reached
and certain arrangements were made for
the transference of these powers for a
certain limited period.

Mr. Watts: Why is this Bill supplemen-
tary to the 'Act of 1943?

The PREMIER: Because it is considered
that that Act does not give the necessary
authority in regard to prices control of
specified commodities which may he from
time to timec proclaimed as commodities
and services coming under control.

Mr. Watts: Why would not a separate
Act unattached to the 1943 Act suffice?

The PREMIER: I have been advised by
the Solicitor General that this is the cor-
rect way to approach the matter. He was
asked whether an amendment of that Act
would he the right course to adopt, and we
were told that this was the course to fol-
low in order to make it definite that all the
provisions I have outlined as being neces-
sary may be given effect to.

Mr. Watts: Does not that imply activity
under the 1043 Act by the Commonwealth?

The PREMIER: I am not sure, hut the
Solicitor General was very definite that
this is the correct way to approach the
matter and give effect to prices control, par-
ticularly for a limited period.

.Mr. McDonald: A three-year reference.
The PREMIER: Yes, and the provision

must be made in a specific Bill. With this
explanation and anticipating that the
House will be in entire accord with the
control of prices as an urgent necessity for
the present, I move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.
On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-

journed.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
1, National Fitness.

With an amendment.
2, Land and Income Tax Assessment Act

Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR BE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. A.
H. Panton-LeedervilIle) [4.57] in moving
the second reading said: This is a one-
clause Bill and has for its object somne-
thing similar to that of the legislation just
proposed by the Premier except that, under
this measure, we propose not to refer the
matter to the Commonwealth hut to make
sure of continuing the Act of 1939-43. Sec-
tion 15 of the Act reads-

This Act shall continue in force during the
continua nce of the war in which His Majesty
is at the commenucement of this Act engaged
and for a period of six months thereafter
and ito louger; but the expiration of this
Act shall not rcnder recoverable any rent
which during the continuance thereof was
irrecoverable, or affect the right of a. tenant
to recover any an which, during the con-
tinuance thereof, was under this Act recover-
able by him.

The portion of the section we are mnost
concerned about is the first four lines de-
claring that the Act shall continue in force
for the duration of the war and six months
thereafter. The Premier has explained
most of the points that I intended to ad-
vance in support of this Bill. He explained
that according to legal interpretation, the
measure would continue in operation until
all the signatories have signed the peace
treaty, hut, so far as Australia is con-
cerned, the Act will continue for such time
until the Governor-General of Australia de-
clares by proclamation that the -war is at an
end. It is impossible to foretell the date on
which such proclamation will be made; and
if precedent is to be followed, we shall have
to wait until all the signatories have signed.
It is quite easy for the peace settlement to
take place while Parliament is in recess, in
whichl event this State would find itself
without a fair rents Act.

Everyone will agree that, in view of the,
existing demand for housing, if we suddenly
found ouirselves without any legislation cov-
ering fair rents, rents would certainly soar
sky-high, and I do not think any member
of this House--indeed, any person in West-
ern Australia-desires that to happlen. The
main function of the parent Act is to peg-
rents as at the 31%t August, 1939, nnd to
provide for the ascertainment 'of a fair
-rent. The Act applies to leases of all kinds,
whether verbal or written, and leases
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of all kinds of premises. I have been
informed by an officer of the Common-
wealth that he finds rents more fairly
stabilised in Western Australia than
in the other States of Australia. West-
ern Australia is also one of the two States
in respect of which the Commonwealth has
itot insisted upon its own rents legislation
being put into force. The Conmmonwealth
considers that our legislation is doing a par-
ticularly good job and so has not found it
necessary to apply its own legislation. We
hare been working continuously uinder our
own Act since it was passed and we ought
to be proud of that fact. Mr. Sheehan, of
the Crown Law Department, who was ap-
pointed an adviser to landlords and tenant,3
alike, has, in the last two years, interviewed
no fewer than 11,000 people and given them
advice upon this legislation.

The Prime Minister recently notified the
people of Australia over "the air that this3
rents legislation, so far as the Common-
wealth is concerned, must be kept in force.
That statement alone indicates that wve

shudbe careful to retain our own legisla-
tion: otherwise, in the event which I have
explained, our legislation will simply lapse
and the Commonwealth legislation wvill take
its place. Another factor which mnust be
taken into consideration is that rents arc
a verny prominent factor in the fixation of
walges by the Arbitration Court. The rise
and fall of rents in various districts of the
State sometimes has a. remarkable effect on
the husic wage. The member for Geraldton
will agree that for a long time the basic
'wage for the Oeraldton district was higher'
because of the higher rents prevailing there.
The Premier said that a relaxation of the
legislation governing price-fixing would re-
stilt in prices of commodities risin- consid-
erahly; so far as rents Are concerned, we
Crould find ourselves in a chaotic position if
there were no legislation controlling them.

The Bill contains one amiending clause.
which simply carries the present Act on to
the 31st Deceember, 1946, or for the duration
of the war or six months thereafter, which-
ever shall he the longer period. The prin-
cipal Act provides for the period to be the
duration of the war and six months there-
after.

Mr. Watts: Are you afraid of opposition
to the BillY

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
I aim afraid that if I do not explain the

legislation, it will he said that the Minister
has merely thrown the Bill into the ring.

Mr. Watts: Whichever way you go, you,
are bound to be wrong!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
briefly explaining the position, I agree with
the Leader of the O 'pposition that there
should be no opposition to our own legisla-
tion being extended for a short period. I
Move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Onl motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-STATE ELECTRICITY
CONDUSSION.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILIL-ELECTRIOITY.

in Committee.
'Mr. B~odoreda in the Chair;, thle Minister

for Works in charge of thle Bill:.
The CHAIRMAN: As no amendments

are I'sted in thle notice paper, I propose ta
take the clauses in bulk; therefore, if any
member wishes to speak to a clause h(
must seize his opportunity when it occurs.

Clause 1-Short title and commence.
meat:

11r. McDONALD: I understand that thi-
Bill is very largely a re-enactment. of th(
1937 Act, with those amendments which
have been made necessary by the establish.
muent of a proposed electricity commission,

The Minister' for Works: The Bill is iii
Committee.

Mr. McDONALD: I wish to make a sug,
gestion.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member foi
West Perth resumne his seat, unless he i
making a personal explanation. So far, I
have only put clause 1.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 2-Act divided into parts:
Mr. McDONALD: I wish to suggest t(

the Minister that if there is any alteratior
of a material nature, be might draw thi
attention of the Commnittee to it. I hav4
looked through the Bill in conjunction witi
the Act of 1937, but have not had time t(
give it careful scrutiny. In case anythin1
might have been overlooked, the Ministei
might mention any departure of eon
sequence, as it would assist members t(
.know what is being proposed.
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The OHAIRMAN: I am afraid the Minis-
ter cannot do what the hon. member re-
quires, unless he deals with a clause which
is being considered by the Committee.

Air. McDONALD: He might consider
each clause as wre come to it.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 6--agreed to.
Clause 7-No further generating stations

to he erected except under this Act:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In reply

to the member for West Perth, I would
point out that this elause contains the main
alteration of the Act which this Bill con-
solidates. The Bill requires any local auth-
ority or supply authority to obtain the con-
sent in writing of the commission before
certain things arc done. Under the present
Act no such permission or consent is re-
quired because, under that Act, no authority
is set uip within the State. It has been
thought advisable to call upon any local
authority, or person or company, to seek
and obtain the consent of the proposed
electricity commission before doing any of
the things set out in paragraphs (a), (b)
and (c) of Subelause (1).

Ron. N. KFEENAN: The Kalgoorlic local
authority supplies electricity to its own
residents and, to some extent, to persons
outside the municipality. What would be
its position if it desired to add to or repair
its plant? If, in fact, thero is no supply
provided for other than the supply exist-
ing, will the municipality he under an ob-
ligation to obtain a consent in writing for
the purpose of repairing its plant or to
instal any additional main generating unit
which may be required? The municipality
may fid it necessary to erect a cable to
some outlying portion of the municipality
without obtaining the consent in writing
of the commission. How would that affect
the position of a municipality as a supplier
of electricity today?

The MINISTER P0'? WORI(&. The
member for Nedlands has asked two ques-
tions. The answer to one is no, and to the
other yes, so it was impossible for me to
reply when he invited me to do so. A local
authority will certainly be able to carry
out necessary repairs and things of that
nature withoat referring the matter to the
commsision; but, as mentioned in para-
graphs (a), (b) and (c) of Subelause (1),
such an authority Would have to obtain the

consent in writing of the commission to
undertake the construction or the estab-
lishment of any generating station or the
installation of any additional main gener-
atiag unit, or to extend any transmission
-works. That practice has been followed
since the Electricity Advisory Committee
was established in 1938. Members are
aware that that committee had no legal
powers, but it was available to be consulted
by local authorities on matters associated
with the generation and distribution of
electric power.

Practically all the authorities concerned
consulted the committee about any major
alteration or extension of their existing
schemes, and I think it will be found that
on every occasion that the committee ad-
vised the local authorities they adopted the
advice. This clause gives legal effect to
a practice which operated while the Elec-
tricity Advisory Committee was in existence.
It is advisable that local authorities operat-
ing power schemes should consult the corn-
mission and obtain its consent in Writing
where they propose to make alterations of
the type listed here. I cannot imagine that
there will be any difficulty about the local
authorities approaching the commission and,
where the proposals are considered desirable,
they Will Certainly he approved. The over-
riding supervision of the commission will
ensure that all extensions to be made in the
futunre will be in accordance with a policy
of co-ordinating, so far as possible, the
future development of power schemes in the
different parts of the State.

Mr. WATTS: When I first saw this clause
I was of the same opinion as the member
for Nedlands, but I do not now think it
is necessary to raise the objection he has
broughit forwvard. At the same time, I do
not quite agree that the explanation given
by the Minister is the one needed to settle
the doubts raised. The definitions used in
the principle Act enter into this matter. If
the phrase "extend any transmission works"
means that a local authority has to consult
the commission if it wants to supply cur-
rent to a f ew consumers down a side street,
that is thoroughly unreasonable.

The Minister for Works: That would not
apply.

Mr. WATTS: As I read the Bill that is
not what is going to happen.

The Minister for Works: No.
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Mr. WATTS: Transmission works do not
include that portion of the works used ini
distributing current to consumers. In the
priticipal Act "Transmission works" is de-
fined as-

arty main line, and nil poles, switchies, trans-
formners anid appairatus pertaining thereto for
the purpose of conveying electricity from a
generating station to ,any distribution works.

"Distribution works"' is defined as-
any works, including lines, poles, switches

and transformers and all other apparatuas for
the purpose of distrib~uting electaieity to con-
*Sumers&

It seemed to me that as this was restraining
the extension of transmission works it had
nothing- whatever to do with the extension
of current to consumers from a distributing
station, hut only from somne transmission
centre that the commission controls. That
is the point theo Minister had in mind, I
think, and it satisfies me that there is no
need to differ from this clause.

Mr. McDONALD: I thank the Minister
for his explanation. I think there is no
reason why the Committee shouild not accept
this clause. Under the 1937 Act permission
to do these things had to be obtained from
the Minister. It is now proposed that the
permission shall be obtained from the com-
mnission. As the clause is much the samie
as the section in the parent Act, which has
worked well for the last eight years, we
should take no exception to it,

Mr. DONEY: The Minister should give
some explanation with respect to Subelause
(3). It seems to me hardly feasible that
persons so placed should be required to sell
at a price not in excess of the prescribed
charges which, I take it, are not likely to
vary. There might he a considerable dis-
tance of, say, a quarter of a wile or a mile
between houses to he connected and the gen-
crating station. That would entail consider-
able expense in connection with 'transmission
works. The demand and the supply would
both be relatively small. The cost per unit
would be greater than in the ease of a place
closer to the generating station. The Minis-
ter might give more attention to the matter
of the prescribed charges. It seems to me
that they would need to be somewhat in ex-
ces of the charges relating to a house closer
to the generating station.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
re-enacted from the principal Act. The
provision there is Section 8, Subsection (3).

The prices to be charged in these circum-
st~inces are not to be in excess Of the pre-
scribed charges. The authority to prescribc
the charges will still remain, and they will
be prescribed taking into consideration the
facts of each particular case.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Linking tip schemes:
Mr. WNATTS: Here there is power for thi

commission to reg ulate prices on a certair
basis. It seems to me that we are going to he
subject to prices control by Conidonwealth
authorities. During the war considerable in.
creases in prices were allowed by the De-
puty Prices Controller for electricity Sup.
plies in country centres. In some cases the
increases were fairly considerable. I am i
bit conceerned about any conflict that ma)
take place between the Deputy Prices Coni-
troller, who, I presume, wvill still be in con.
trol in this State, and the commission ir
regard to the chliriges for electricity. Thi'
mantter is of considerable interest to con.
sumers where prices have been increaised h3
as much as 1X4d. a unit. I would like the
Minister to express his views as to ;;hai
would be the position if such a situatior
arose.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The die
eismn of a Commonwealth price fixing auth
ority would he supreme if it had power th
fix the prices to be charged by State Gov~
eramentS and local governing authorities.
doubt whether it would have that power.

Mr. Watts: The Bill excludes both, bu
not the conessionaires.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That i:
so. It might very well be argued-I do no
know whether it could be successfully argue
legally-that a concessionaire operates oi
behalf of a local authority and might, there
fore, be -regarded as not coing, under th,
price fixing control scheme. In any even
the prices fixed by a Commonwealth anth
ority would be maximum prices.

Mr. Watts: They are always the mini
mum.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
always. Hundreds of instatnces clan 11
quoted of goods that have been sold at be
low the maximumn price fxed. The respon
sibility of this commission would be to ar
rive at what it considered to be reasonabl
charges. If those charges were below an'
maximum fixed by the Commonweilth-i
the Commonwealth came into the matter a
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all; even with concesionaires--then the
commission could proceed to make its pro-
posed charges operative. However, I am
not able to say in any clear-cut way that
the Commonwealth prices control system
would cover concessionaires operating, on
behalf of local authorities, electric power
plants in country districts. There should
be some control over the concessionaires.

Mr. Watts: By this coMmission! To that
I am quite agreea 'ble.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
local governing authority itself would de-
sire that there should be control. It would
probably prefer to have the matter decided
by the electricity commission and not the
Commonwealth authority. I am unable to
give a clear-cut assurance that the Common-
wealth authority would not extend its op-
erations so as to cover concessionaires oper-
ating electric power schemes in country
areas.

Mr. WATTS: One instance came under
my notice where there was an agreement
4etiveen a local authority and a concession-
aire to supply current at so much a unit.
The local authority saw no reason to vary
that arrangement during the war, or when
it was approached. Application was made
to the lDeputy Prices Controller and leave
obtained for a substantial increase in the
price so that it ultimately rose by 1'/_d.

The Minister for Works: Was the local
authority consulted?

M%,r. WATTS: 'Not by the Deputy
Prices Controller. I thought, and still think
that it is a most unsatisfactory position to
have all sorts of people attempting to con-
trol prices. However, I am satisfied for
the time being.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 17-agreed to.
Clause 18-enteral powers:

Mr. DONEY: I have not had time to
do much more than glance through this
rather long clause, but I would like to know
from the Minister whether it contains any
reference to the rights of the supplying auth-
ority regarding the cutting down of trees,
bushes and undergrowth where the effect
would be the disturbance of soil.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think there is any such reference in this
particular clause but there will be in some
other part of the Bill. I give the hon. mem-
her the same assurance that I gave him

on an earlier Bill that the chairman of the
Electricity Advisory Committee and the
person likely to be appointed to the position
of Commissioner of Soil Conservation will
consult with the object of drafting an amend-
ment to provide the measure of protection
r-equired regarding the cutting down of trees
for the purpose of erecting power lines.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 19 to 54, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amnendment and the

report adopted.

BILL-SOUTH-WEST STATE POWER
SCHDXEt

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda i the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title and commencement:

Mr. DONEY: Members wilt recollect that
when referring to the name of the scheme
the Minister indicated that he felt a little
dubious as to whether the -title, South-West
State power scheme, was adequate, having
regard to the possible extension of the
scheme to the Great Southern. I do not
know that it is a matter of very vital im-
portance, but the Minister considered it such
as to warrant his mentioning the matter at
some length. If we are to have a descriptive
title at all it should he exact and proper
and certainly should correspond to the geo-
graphical sections of the State toD be covered.
For that reason I move an amendment-

That in line 1I after the word "'South-
West, '' the words "'and Great Soutlern '" be
iiiserted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
mention this idea when I moved the second
reading of the Bill, and would have been
prepared to give it further consideration
subsequently if the idea of extending the
title had been favourably received by mem-
bers. However, it was regarded rather on
the contrary. I think the member for Pin-
golly suggested that nothing of the kind
was really necessary and that it did not mnuch
matter what the scheme was called so long
as it was quickly established and its opera-
tions spread over the widest possible area.
The member for JBunbury asked what was
in a name and suggested that the proposed
title of the scheme should not be altered.
I am not sure whether any other member
dealt with the point, but as the result of
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the discussion I abandoned the idea of alter-
ing the title and I think it rather late and
a bit difficult to make the alteration now.
Had the point been regarded seriously by
members during the second reading debate,
I would have had the requisite amendments
drafted for inclusion where necessary. A
similar amendment might be required in
other parts of the Bill if we accept the one
now before the Committee. In the circum-
stances I think we should allow the Title to
stand without alteration.

Mr. DONEY: I can hardly agree that
it is too late to consider changing the name
of the scheme, for that is a relatively simple
matter. I would prefer that the Minister
had been imp~ressed by his own arguments
rather tbau by those of members who ob-
jected to any such change. I myself took
up the point and agreed with the desira-
bility of changing the name as suggested by
the Minister himself and, in fact, I had anti-
cipated that the Minister would have moved
the amendment which I have placed before
the Committee.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and S-ngrced to.
Clause 4-Approval of report and adop-

tion of recommendations:
Air. DONEY:- Here again, in order to he

consistent, I must raise an objection to the
elapse as it stands. The Minister will re-
call the many reasons I advanced against
the adoption of the clause and I shall not
reiterate them at this juncture. The terms
of the report have been varied and appear
in the Bill in a form different from what
they are in the report itself. It is difficult
for me to accept in toto a report that has
been departed from in a material manner.

The Minister for Works: The proviso. to
Subelanse (1) of Clause .5 gives the neces-
sary discretion in regard to alterations.

Mr. DONEY: That discretion is to be
exercised subsequent to the assumption of
powers by a commission which has not yet
been appointed, and it could not have any
reference to changes made as between the
substance of the report and the powers
given here. It is wrong to approve the re-
port and adopt the provisions and recom-
mendations as they stand now, because we
have already departed from them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not clear what the hon. membdr means
when he says we have departed from some

of the recofinendations of the report of
the Electricity Advisory Committee. No-
thing has yet been done to put the proposed
South-West power scheme into operation.
The time when the recommendations of the
committee may be departed from would be
some time prior to the putting into opera-
tion of the scbeme or (luring the course of
putting it into operation. As I mentioned
when the hon. member was speaking, we
take power in another clause, to pliable
alterations to be made to the report and
recom mendat ions of the committee.

Mir. Doney: For subsequent use.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will

apply for all uses. The eomniissioh will be
legally authorised to mnake whatever al-
terations are considered necessary in carry-
ing out the scheme. It will not be bound
in any way if it feels that alteration
should be made in one respect oar another.
It would be unwise for Parliament to bind
the commission 100 per cent. to thpe report
and recommendations of thle committee.

Mr. Watts: If it did, the Bill would not
be acceptable in some aspects.

The MHINISTE R FOR WORKS: It would
not. What Parliament is asked to do is to
approve the report and adopt thle recom-
mendations made therein, It is not asked
to bind itself absolutely to the report anti
recommendations, because in a later clause
we give to the commission the discretionary
right to make such alterations as circum-
stances at the time may justify.

Mr. DONEY: One instance of what I am
referring to occurred when we passed the
Bill to confer powers and impose obliga-
tions on the State Electricity Commission.
We have already decided that we will have
seven commissioners, whereas if we had
adopted thle recommecndations in the re-
port we would have had four commis-
sioners. We canndt have it both wvays. I
think the Minister is dealing with the dis-
cretion allowed to the commission when the
scheme is in -operation and working, at
which stage it will have the right to vary
anything which may appear in the report.
That right does not extend to the members
of the Electricity Advisory Committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
thle point raised by the hon. member is a
finicky one, if I may use the term.

Mr. Doney: You know how finicky the-
law is.
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The MilNi1STER1 FOR WORKS: This
Chamber has already agreed to the number
of the proposed commission being seven.
If another place similarly agrees iParlia-
mnent wiii have made a decision regarding
the number of commiissioners. I do not
think there is anything inconsistent in
Parliament, in a general way, approving of
the report.

31r. fancy: What do you mean by "gen-
e ml w ayV"?

The M1INISTER1 FOR WORKS: I1 use
that term because in a later clause of the
IMll we give to the commission reasonably
wide discretion covering the carrying out
of any works required to establish and
operate the scheme.

Mr. Watts: You give the comimission
power to vary the recommendations in the
carrying out of the works, but you do not
give anyone power to vary the recommenda-
tions referred to by the hion. member.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Parlia-
mnent as a whole wiil have to make a de-
cision about the number of members of the
commission, and the same Parliament will,
I hope, adopt Clause 4.

Mr. Watts: Before the Bill goes to an-
other place, will you consult the Solicitor
Gleneral on the point raised?9

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. If
it is thought that a slight alteration of the
wording of Clause 4 will completely over-
conic the possiIblc objections of a technical
and legal character, wve might alter the
wNording- of the clause in another place.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Authority to acquire the under-

taking of the Collie Power Company
Limited:

The MHINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-

Tha-t in lines 7 to 10 of paragraph (b,)
the words "'if the gross purchase price
p~ayale tinder such contract exceeds the
sum of one hundred thousand pounds" be
struck out.

This clause gives authority to the commis-
sion, acting for the (l7overninent, to-acquire
the Collie Power Company's scheme at Col-
lie. There is a proviso in the clause to the
effect that if the contract to buy out
the undertaking in question is based on a
gross purchase price in excess of £E100,000,
-no such contract shall be legally effective

unless and until it has been approved by the
Governor. Mly amendment proposes to de-
lete all reference to the figure of the gross
purchase price, the idea being that no matter
what the price may be the contract will still
have to be approved by the Governor-in.
Council. Such an amendment is in every
way desiratble, because in a matter of this
kind the Govermaent and the Governor-iai-
Council should approve of the contract be-
fore it is finalised. The contract price, if it
becomes a matter of a straightout purchase,
will he very substantial, and because of that
fact it is advisable that the proposed con-
tract shall be approved by the Governor-in-
Council before it becomes legally effective.

Amendment pnt and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 7, 8, Preamble, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

RESOLUTION-GAOL SITE AND
MODERN PRISON REQUIREMENTS-

To Inquire by Joint Committee.

Debate resumed from the 26th October
on the following resolution received from the
Council:-

That a Committee of three members of
eaclh Rouse of Parliament be appoinited to
inquire injto:-

(a) The requirements for a modern gaol;
(b) Whether the site selected by the Gov-

erment, known as the Claremont
site, should he used for this pur-
pose;

(c) If niot, to report on and recommend any
alternative site.

That the Committee mnay adjourn from tiume
to time, and from place to place; may sit on
those days over which the Rouses stand ad-
journed; have power to call for persons,
papers, and records; and shall report to Hlis
Ex~cellency the ILientenant-Governor.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question 's-

That the resolution be agreed to.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5,58): This
resolution represents, I think, a good in-
stance of democracy at work. There is no
doubt that the Government came to a de-
finite decision through its experts as to the
site for a gaol in the metropolitan area.
Owing to the complaints, which began in a
small way and ultimately spread to a large
degree, on the part of the local authorities
concerned, the Government has now seen fit,
through the Chief Secretary in another
place, to approve of the appointment of a
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Joint Commnititie to make a further investi-
gation into the question of a gaol site. It
has also taken the opportunity to go into
the matter of what a modern gaol should
be like and should consist of. This action
on the part of the Government has enabled
this House and another place to select two
or three members each to find out for them-
selves by evidence what a gaol should be
like in 1945, and what is the best site in
Western Australia for such an establish-
ment.

Mr. J. Hegney: And what a modern gaol
site area should be.

Mr. NORTH: Because of the manner in
which the resolution is worded, it is open to
some small misinterpretation on the part of
the proposed Joint CQmimittcc. Paragraph
(b) states-

Whether the site selected by the Govern-
muent, known as the Claremont site, should be
used for this purpose.

The next paragraph says-
If not, to report on and recommend any

alternative site.
I see some slight danger there owing to the
fact that the committee 'whilst going into
the question and examining witnesses would
also take the evidence of the experts who
would come forward, and who following the
views of the Government might say that
the site already selected should be the one
for the gaol. Where would the Committee
then stand? Could it go any further after
that? Indeed, it might have to go away for
a long trip in order to find some further
evidence which might counteract the local
evidence. I feel somewhat sorry for the
prime mover in this matter, the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner, who seems to have, had
a very heavy sea to travel in since taking
tip his offical duties in this State. He
seems 'to have been crossed quite often.
There again his best evidence is being over-
looked by the authorities, and by men~hers
who Jive in the district, including myself.
I do not know whether I am in order in
suggesting it, but if this Chamber wishes
to get the best out of a Joint Committee, I
would urge it to alter the wording of the
resolution. Would that be possible, Sir?

Mr. SPEAKER: It is in order for the
bon, member to move any amendment he
wishes.

Mir. NORTH: Without affectingr the posi-
tion of the Upper House?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
be iD order in moving an amendment,

Mr. NORTH: Having decided on the sort
of gaol we want, I suggest that if we wish
to obtain the best rite in Wustern Australia
we should amend the resolution, amalga-
mating paragraphs (b) and (c); otherwise
there will be complications.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the bon. membei
wish to strike anything out?

Mr. NORTH: I would have to move to
strike oat paragraphs (b) and (e) and in-
sert a new paragraph. At this stage, hol%-
ever, I will conclude my remarks in sup-
port of tila main resolution. A point to be
considered in choosing a site in the metro-
politan area is the convenience of the em-
ployees. In this generation, we pay a good
deal more attention to the needs of emt-
ployces than was the case in the past. If
wre were prel)ared to look for a site some-
where else in Western Australia apart from
the mnetropolitan area, wve would have to
give every consideration to the question of
enabling employees to he given reasonable
conditions both in regard to adeommodation
arnd transport to and from the metropolitan
area. I amn sure the people of Western
Australia would prefer to see some new site
adopted-provided the colnvenience of the
employees was considered-if it were found
that the area now under consideration as a
site for a gaol. was likely to become a very
beautiful and popular part of the metro.-
politan area in the future, and if the exist-
ing installations in that area-such as the
seowcrnge works and the asylum-were re-
moved; it has evenm been sug-gested that the
asylumn could be converted into a very gool1
sc-hool building. In this State, theice is a
million square miles of laud and hundreds
rf thousands of acres are in good ratinfall
aireas. Surely we could find in all that coun-
try, a place for a modern gaol and Prevent
that institution beingv placed in the metro-
politan area!

Mr. Smith: There should be opportunities
down Pinjarra way.

'Mr. NORTH: It might even be estab-
lished there. I do not see much enthusiasm
on the part of the member representing that
district. Perhaps he may be appointed a
member of the Joint committee. In that
event, be might he converted to recommend-
inig Pinjax-ra as the site. We have a golden
opportunity to make a new start now that
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the war is over. Of course, we do not want
to establish a gaol in a position like that of
the Dartmoor Prison in England; we do
baot want to establish our gaol in the middle
of the Nullarbor Plain. But we could estab-
Jh'h it some distance from settlement, and
in a good rainfall aR. I support the re-
solution. I have not drafted an amendment
along the lines I suggested, but perhaps
somie member who follows me may be pre-
pared to move to strike out paragraphs (h)
and (e) with a view to inserting a para-
graph which would enable the committee
to select a site somewhere else in Western
Australia outside of the metropolitan area.

HON. H. MILLINOTON (Mft. Haw-
thorn) [6.5]: 1 am. interested not in para-
graphs (a) and (c) of this resolution but
in paragraph (bI), I submit that paragraph
(b) contains reference to the only matter
that is in dispuite. Paragraph (a) is not
,challenged. No-one has suggested that the
Glovernment 'a experts-and they have gone
to a good deal of trouble in this matter-
are incapable of deciding what are the re-
quirements of a modern gaol. Even if this
committee, representative of the two
Houses-a. commnittee of lay-men-is ap-
pointed, I fail to see that it could suggest
anything new that has not already been
decided by the Government, which is in re-
ceipt of a full report front its own experts,
and which oven had an expert from the
Eastern States-one who is an authority
on the question of modern gaols-to give
his opinion. If the committee were given
the job of going into the requirements of
a modem gaol, it would have to examine
all the witnesses over again. I do not know
whether it would go to the extent of bring-
ing back Mr. Ackeroyd from. the Eastern
States. It might go further and get ex-
perts from New South Wales and Queens-
land; but I suggest there is no need for
that.

Hon. J. C. 'Willcock: The committee
might go over there.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Yes, that is an-
-other idea. Nobody has challenged the atti-
tude of the Government or its proposals in
respect Of a modern gaol. I do know that
this Government and past Governments
have been Opposed to Select Committees
unless very good reasons have been given
for their appointment. No reason has been
given for the appointment of a committee

in this instance, to re-investigate what has
already been well investigated by the Gov-
ernment's officials and those called in to
assist.

Hton. X. Keen an: This is a Government
proposal.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: No-one ques-
tions the Government's proposal in respect
of the requirements of a modern gaol.

Hon. N. Keenan- This resolution was
moved by the Chief Secretary in another
place.

Ron. H, MILLINGTON: That resolution
was improved by someone else. I do not
think this is the original proposal. The
other place is responsible for it as it
stands; the original motion was improved
by another place, which is not an unusual
procedure. The result is that we find what
.appears to me to be a ridiculous proposal.
The resolution is divided into three parts,
and one of the paragraphs is not in dis-
pute. What gave rise to the Government's
proposal to secure the backing of the two
IHouses? It was the fact that the proposed
site has met with objections from those
concerned, namely, the Perth City Council.
The council has a considerable area of land
on the coastal side of the City of Perth.
Either by endowvment, or by acquiring land,
the council now lis 3,700 acres. Part of
that has been dedicated as a park. I think
that Feabold Bill, the highest point in the
City of Perth area, is somewhere in the
centre of the proposed park site. The
idea is that when we take visitors and
citizens uip to Reabold Hill on the road to
City Beach, we can show them this modern
gaol site, where 225 acres have been re-
suned! I do not know why 225 acres were
selected, especially as I believe there is a
proposal to establish a farm colony-a
penal settlement-further out. There is al-
ready one in the Albany district.

Mr. Watts: We wvill talk about that later
on.

Hon. H. MILLINGT ON: I m opposed
to the proposed site, and I suggest to
every member who does not oppose that
site that he should have no objection to a
gaol being erected in any part of the met-
ropolitan area, even in his own electorate.
I attended a meeting called by the Perth
City Council and, I thl~hk, the Nedlands
Road Board. At that meeting a motion
was carried opposing the erection of a gaol
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on the proposed site or any other site
within the metropolitan area, and urging
the Government to give consideration to
placing the prison outside the metropolitan
area. During my period in office, owing to
war causes, many prisoners had to be re-
moved from the dangerous Fremantle area.
That was because Fremantle was very vul-
nerable to attack, and it was not considered
safe to leave prisoners there. So a gaol
was established at Barton's Mill. I am not
going to be led into the trap of saying that
that is a suitable site. I know there is a
valid objection to it. The fact remains
that the policy of the Government at that
time was to remove the gaol site outside of
the metropolitan area.

Several reasons have been given as to
why the proposed site is suitable for a
gaol. One is that it is near the mental
hospital. What town planner has ever de-
dlared that there is any association be-
tween a mental hospital and a gaol? Has
it ever been suggested that those two in-
stitutions must be placed together? Also
the fact is cited that Lemnos is situated in
the area; but that is a hospital. There is
the infectious diseases hospital, too, which
does not cover much ground. That was
placed in the district many years ago and
it consisted of a series of ramshackle build-
ings, until the modern hospital was built.
There is also a dogs' home; but does any-
one suggest that a dogs' home is an immov-
able object? There were altogether 13
reasons for the establishment of the gaol
on this site, and nearly all of them are
negative.

I am reminded of a statement of Sir
George Reid, who declared that a certain
argument was supported by a "necklace of
negatives." So is this site! In looking
around for reasons for the establishment of
the gaol in this particular place, the spon-
sors of the site submitted mainly negative
reasons. I suppose that when the mental
hospital was first placed there, it was well
in the bush; and the same applies to the
infectious diseases' hospital. We might just
as well say that if this Government or any
other Government proposed now to establish
an old men's home it should be established
on the finest building site in the metropoli-
tan area.

[641

The Minister for Lands: That would nc
be any more than the old men are entitled tU
They made it possible for all the big build
ings to be built.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: The Minister
not going to trap me in that way.

The Minister for Lands: You are not eas
to trap, are you?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Those men an,
entitled to the best.

The Minister for Lands: Then what an,
you grizzling about?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: If today w,
had to choose a site for the Old Men's Horn
we would put it in a wore suitable position
They would be given a greater area of lanm
on which to move about, instead of havinj
to go along the roads for all the drunkei
motor drivers to run over them. Walkinj
along the road is the only exercise the mez
get at the moment; and they are entitle(
to the host.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask tbi
hon. member to confine himself to the motion
There is nothing in it about the Old Men'
Home.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: There is not
but in choosing a site for public institutions
we should take an entirely different stani
from what was taken many years ago. Th4
Old Men's Home is an instance of an insti
tution being placed on a site which wouk
not have been chosen in these days fron
a town planning point of view. I do noi
pose as an expert on modern gaol require
meats, but I think all of us have a prett3
fair idea of town planning and what ii
suitable and what is unsuitable within thE
populated metropolitan area.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I was examin.
ing the reasons advanced by the Govern.
meat for the appointment of this committee
and, more particularly, the choosing of thik
site near Claremont, and known as the Clare.
mont site, for the proposed gaol, and thc
statement that the requirements of a modern
gaol had never been challenged-that is,
what the Government considered the re-
quirements for a modern gaol. r am pre.
pared to take the advice the Government re.
ceived-T presume, fully, in a report-of
what constitutes the requirements of a mod.
ern gaol. I am aware of the advanees made
in criminology and I know the Government
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has taken every care to consult authorities
in that respect, so there is no difference of
opinion there that I know of. The Govern-
ment's proposal in that respect has not
been challenged, and I therefore contend
that there is no need for a Joint Committee
to reconsider something on which members
all agree. When it comes to the second
question, whether the site known as the
Claremont site should be used for this pur-
pose, it is there that I part company with
the Government.

It is true that a committee consisting of
three members of another place and three
members of this Assembly would be a com-
mittee of laymen, and they would have to
say whether this site is suitable. 1 think
that originally the Government's proposal
was that the committee should consider
whether the site was suitable. There are
many sites that would perhaps be suitable
for many institutions, but it might be in-
advisable to select such a site. When a sito
was being sought for the Perth Hospital,
it was suggested. that a portion of King's
Park be used. The then Premier, the mem-
ber for Boulder, immediately said, "Hands
off Ring's Park," not that a suitable site
could not have been found in King's Park
but his opinion was that that area should
be reserved for the public, as a park. I do
not dispute that a gaol could conveniently
be built on the Claremont site but, in the
light of modemn town planning and the de-
velopment taking place in the metropolitan
area, I do not think we should limit the
development of the city by placing a gaol
on that site.

Many years ago, when the present Fre-
mantle Gaol site was approved, it was pos-
sibly suitable, being about 12 miles from
the metropolitan area, but I do not think
that that is now a suitable site for a modern
gaol and I do not advocate the gaol being
left in the Fremantle district. I contend
that a gaol should not be placed in any
closely-settled district in the metropolitan
area. The requirements of a modern gaol
are different from the requirements of a
gaol 50 or 100 years ago. I think the Fre-
mantle site is not now suitable, even as re-
gards area, and it is certainly not suitable,
being placed right in the heart of Fremantle.
During wartime, many of the prisoners
were moved from the Fremantle Gaol to
Barton 's Mill, because of the danger, the
danger to the prisoners confined in the gaol

and the danger of having a lot of criminals
let loose in the community. No-one wants
a lot of criminals loose in the community
in either wartime or peacetime. It was con-
sidered that a gaol site should not be with-
in easy distance of the coast.

We are not responsible for the present
Fremantle Gaol site, but we will be respon-
sible for whatever site we choose for a new
gaol. It is to be a modern gaol, with all
modern requirements, whatever they may
be, and for that purpose I understand an
area of 226 acres is to be reserved. I have
also heard that there are to be buffer areas.
I assume that people would not build in the
immediate vicinity of a gaol. Inquiries
made by the City Council and by the Ned-
lands Road Board go to show that the
selecting of this site of 225 acres would
mean that practically 1,000 acres would be
involved and would not be utilised for resi-
dential purposes to expand the town. I am
not going to advocate that the present gao]
site is suitable and should be continued in
use. It is true that the Commonwealth
Government commandeered a part or the
whole of the site during the war. I do not
know whether that still obtains, or whether
that is the cause of the hurry, because we
still have Barton's Mill and I assume that
the Fremantle Gaol is suitable for the in-
corrigible cases. It appeared that Barton's
Mill was not suitable for such cases, when
there were a number of escapes from there,
but there must be someone, in Government
departments or elsewhere, who can give ad-
vice as to how even the most dangerous
eriminal can be safely held, either at Fre-
mantle or Barton's Mill.

It is remarkable if we have to go to the
extent of rushing round looking for a new
site f or a gaol simply because the Com-
monwealth Government, after the war is
over, still requires the present gaol site.
Surely we should have ample time to select
an area and erect a new gaol, considering
that the present gaol belongs to the State!
The proposed site is, I believe, within four
miles of the G.P.O., as against 12 miles in
the ease of the- present Fremantle Gaol, so
it is proposed, apparently, to bring the
gaol that much nearer to the heart of the
city. We cannot blame those who, in the
past, built the Fremantle Gaol where it
now stands, but we will be responsible if
we place the new gaol right within the met-
ropolitan area. In town planning, certain
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areas must be set aside for special pur-
poses. The whole City of Perth has been
zoned into residential areas, factory areas,
and business areas, with building limited
and regulated accordingly, so as to estab-
lish some order.

Surely the Government, in following a
modern town-planning design, should have
some regard to the future extension of the
City of Perth. I can readily understand the
objection raised by the councillors of the
City of 'Perth and members of the Ned-
lands Road Board. I pointed out earlier
that the City of Perth is involved not only
because of the thickly inhabited portion
but also because land has been purchased
for residential purposes in one area to the
extent of over 3,000 acres. Naturally, there
is objection to fur~ther encroachment by
what might be called the objectionable
features of civilisation. If we had now to
choose a site for the Mental Hospital, I do
not think it would be placed where it is.
We would certainly put the site further
from Perth. I do not think we would now
choose a cemetery site as close as is the
present cemetery. I remember when there
was a cemetery at East Perth, where there
now stands a fine school building.

Though we criticise what has been done
in the past, we are responsible for what is
done now. If the Government is prepared
to take the responsibility of saying that
this site is the only one, well and good, but
why refer the question to a non-expert com-
mittee composed of representatives of both
Houses, who will have to go through ex-
actly the same formalities and make the
same inquiries as have already been made
on the requirements for a modern gaol and
the choosing of suitable sitest Until re-
cently, Government policy was that the gaol
should be removed from the immediate
metropolitan district. I am not sure how
far from the centre of Perth Barton's Mill
is, but I think it is at least 20 miles. That
site was considered quite suitable, except
for the fact that it is in a water-eatchuient
area. At all events, that was the modern
idea, to remove the gaol site from the met-
ropolitan area, but now the position seems
to be reversed, and a site four miles away
is suggested.

The Premier: Barton's Mill was a war-
time expedient.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: It was coil-
sidered good policy.

The Premier: It was considered expedi
ent, because of the wvar.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Of course it wai
an expedient.

The Minister for Lands: I have always
had an idea that the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn did not have much knowledge ol
Government policy.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I do not knom
much about present Government policy, ex-
cept as I see it here. It was recognised
that it was good town-planning policy tc
remove the gaol site at least that distance
from the metropolitan area. It was alsc
considered good Government policy to lobL
far enough ahead to purchase a site
so that eventually the Mental Hospital
might be removed, or in any case tc
obviate the necessity for extending the
present Mental Hospital site. This is
a complete somersault-20 miles reduced
to four miles-and the reasons giver
that already in the district wve have unfor.
tunately a mental (hospital, an infectious
diseases hospital, a cemetery, a sanitary
depot, a rifle range, a Commonwealth defence
area, a dogs' home and I suppose othei
things, for some of which we are responsible
and for some of which we are not. They are
all negative reasons. In no case does any
one of those things represent an irremovable
object. As the extension of the town pro-
ceeds, I see nothing to prevent, when neces-
sary, any of those objectionable things being
removed.

The time has come when we consider
that the gaol should be removed from the
Fremantle area- I agree that that site is
not suitable for a gaol, but I would not
agree to the gaol being placed anywhere with-
in the same distance-12 miles-of the inner
metropolitan settlement. We are asked to
appoint a non-expert committee to deter-
mine whether the Claremont site should be
used for the purpose of a gaol and also to
consider the requirements for a modern
gaol. If the committee says that the Clare-
mont site should not be used for that pur-
pose, then it is sought to place on the com-
mittee the responsibility of reporting upon
and recommending any alternative site. The
reply to that is very easy. If the
committee decided that the Claremont
site should not be used for a gaol,
its duty would not be to chase around and
examine other sites which they as laymen
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might consider suitable. Their simple duty
would be to pass the matter back to the
Government and say, "Since we do not agree
that a gaol should be built within the
immediate metropolitan district, we pass it
back to the experts who deal with these
matters to determine on a suitable site in
an area outside the metropolitan district."
Thus the third proposal is not one which
could be competently dealt with by the pro-
posed committee. Its members in turn would
have to get expert advice as to where the
site should be, even if it were outside the
metropolitan district.

Since the proposal is that the gaol shall be
established in the Mt. Hawthorn electorate,
I say to other members representing metro-
politan districts, of whom there are 17,
that if they agree to this site being used for
the purpose, they also agree that the gaol
could be put in any electorate within the
metropolitan district. I know the position
in this growing district; it has increased to
the extent of easily 4,000 people during the
last few years. The whole town is spread-
ing towards the coast. This is a very fine
residential area, healthy and with high laud,
and it is near the coast. That is where the
city of Perth is extending and that is where
it should extend. I wish to make it abund-
antly clear that whatever subjects the com-
mittee discusses, I have the strongest objee-
tiun to the adoption of the proposed site,
and I have just as strong an objection to the
erection of a gaol on any site within the
metropolitan district. I am not merely
quibbling about the proposal to put the gaol
in the district I represent; I would object
to its hein!Z placed anywhere within the
metropolitan area, no matter -where.

I will close by reminding members again
that the Fremantle Gaol was considered to
be in a very unsuitable area from a defence
point of view, being so close to the coast.
We arc not responsible for that, but if we
plan a modern gaol that may have to serve
for another 50 or 100 years, as the
present gaol has served, almost on the coast
whore it cannot be defended, near the rifle
range and near the Commonwealth defe'nce
area, we shall be responsible. If )the Fre-
mantle site could not he defended during
wartime and we now proceed to erect a
gaol on the Claremont site, we shall have
very soon forgotten that lesson of the war.
Whether a committee is appointed, I am not

concerned, hut I am concerned to make it
known as plainly as I can that I consider the
appointment of a committee unnecessary to
deal with paragraphs (a) and (b) and am
utterly opposed to a gaol being erected on
the proposed site at Claremont.

MRt. WATTS (Katanning) [7.52]: I have
no objection to offer to the resolution in its
pre-sent form. I can sympathize with the
Government on its trouble in this matter.
I have no doubt that the Government feels
it essential to impose some responsibility
upon members of Parliament 'in a matter of
this sort. I admit that members are not,
altogether qualified to deal with all the sub-
ject-matter involved in this question, hut as
I have frequently stated here-and I feel
I must adhere to my belief-it is desirable
that members of this Legislature should be
given an opportunity in many directions to
asist in making the best possihle provision
for the people. While this is not one of the
matters to which I have previously referred,
I think we are justified in asking a section
of both Houses to make some inquiry into
the subject and to inform the House and in-
cidentally the public of its views as to the
best course of action to he taken.

I have no objection to the resolution in
its present form though I think it might
well include other matters. I assure the
member for Mt. Hawthorn, however, that I
am not without at great deal of sympathy
for one point of view he expressed, and
that is the position that may arise when
there is a gaol that does not comply withr
what in my opinion is the first require-
ment of a modemn prison, namely, as com-
plete security as possible for the incarera-
tion of prisoners. At the Pardelup prison
in the vicinity of Mt. Barker, which I would
like to tell the hon. member is in the dis-
trict I represent, there is a state of affairs
which gives the impression that unless a
gaol is capable of holding the persons put
in it, it is undoubtedly going to be a men-
ace to the surrounding territory and im-
pose upon the people who live in that ter-
ritory a feeling that they and their pos-
sessions are not safe and that aiction should
be taken immediately to alter the situation.
The Minister, in introducing the resolution
to the House said-

We want establishments of the Pardelup
type for then we would have a great factor
in regard to reform.
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Further on in his speech he said-

If we have another intermediate gaol and
then Pardelup, we shall be able to classify the
prisoners in accordance with their character
and disposition.

As I stated that this resolution should be
added to, I move an amendment-

That a new paragraph be added as f ollow:-
(d) In viewr of the types of prisoners

which have recently been kept at
Pardelup Prison Farm and the nuin-
her of escapees therefrom, whether
such prison should not be closed and
all prisoners kept in the modern
gaol to be erected and Pardelup
used for some other publie pur-
pose.

During the last few weeks I have fre-
quently called attention to the situation that
has developed at the Pardelup Prison, and
I think that when members have heard all
I have to say, they will agree that there is
ample -room for the proposed committee to
add to its inquiries the matters mentioned
in the paragraph I have just read. I should
like to go hack and say that this matter has
gone on for a considerable period of years.
Not long after I was first elected to this
House, a number of escapes took place from
Pardelup Prison Farm. In one case a pro-
perty where there was no male person pre-
sent at the time was visited by an escaped
prisoner, and from that property various
items including a suit of clothes and fire-
arms were removed.

I would like to inform members that Par-
delup is situated approximately 18 wiles
westward of the town of Mt. Barker in the
district known as Forrest Hill. At For-
-rest Hill there is a large number of com-
paratively small fanning properties, many
of them of the orchard type,, and the home-
steads of the settlers are comparatively
close together. In some instances they are
less than a quarter of a mile apart, which
is fairly close for a rural area. Conse-
quent upon these escapes, the residents were
a little concerned and made representations
to the memhcr for the district. The cus-
tomary assurances were given that this was
only a sort of casual occurrence, not likely
to happen again, that suitable action had
been taken, etc. I am not one who believes
in making a mountain out of a molehill. No
public representations were made at that
time, but. a little later a very similar thing
occurred and on this occasion I had a dis-
eussion with the officer who was then the

Deputy Comptroller of Gaols. .The report of
the Comptroller General of Prisons subse-
quently will explain far more accurately
than I can do whet were the intentions of
the department regarding the Pardelup
Prison. I have the reports of the Comptrollex
General for the two years ended the 30th
June, 1943. In the report for the year
ended the 30th June, 19429, he stated-

Meantime, we may say that the present set-
up provides for three important classifications:

At Fremantle . . . . the more recalcitrant
and unresponsive types, or short-term men.

At Barton's Mill . . . . the clearing house
containing the main body of offenders classi-
fied into three grades,

At ]Pat-delup Prison Farm the best behaved
and most responsive as well as the first
offonder*.

I repeat those words: the best behaved and
most responsive, as well as first offenders
They were to be the prisoners who were tc
be incarcerated at the Pardelup Prison Fans
uinder what is known as the honour system
where none of them is locked up at night
where every man is supplied with a separate
hut in which to live, all of which I do nol
object to if it will result in the reformatior
of prisoners who have made their first s1ir
in the way of crime. I would not object tc
it at all in those circumstances, and had those
circumstances been valid and had the Par-
delup Prison Farm contained no persorn
other than those, the remarks I am mjaking
this evening would not have been made. Bud
to carry on! In the same report we are in-
formed that in the previous year-that is
the year ended the 30th June, 1942-there
were 20 escapes from Barton's Mill prison
and nine from the Pardelup Prison Farm.
So for the year ended the 30th June, 1942,
there were nine escapes from the Pardelup
Prison Farm-

I have no details of those escapes and I
do not propose, therefore, to quote or give
data as to the accuracy of which I am not
sure; but I do know this, that those nine
escapes were not favourably viewed by the
people of that district. As I have said he-
fore, concern was expressed again to me by
them, but I gave thenm verbally the assnr-
anee which had been given to me and which
is mentioned in this report, and with that
I think everyone was for the time being
satisfied. The following year, however, the
report discloses in regard to the Pardelup
Prison Farm that there were two more es-
capees, but that in each instance the mein
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were recaptu red. Again no action was taken
by the authorities, except to recapture the
prisoners. I am unable, unfortunately, to
ascertain the average number of prisoners at
the Pardelup Prison Farm during the period
under review, because in the Comptroller
General's report they are included in a. num-
ber kept at Fremantle and at Barton's Mill;
only the number of prisoners kept at the
very small country gaols in other country
centres are stated separately in the report.
I do know, however, that as on the 15th
August of this year there were 37 prisoners
at Pardelup, and I am given to understand
that that is about the maximum number
which can be maintained there. In conse-
quence, if there were nine escapes in one
year, that represents 25 per cent, of the
prisoners. And I point out to the House
that there have been nine escapes this year,
that is, from the 15th August. That is in
three months.

Mr. Withers: Were they good conduct
prisonerst

Mr. WATTS: They escaped from the
Pardelup Prison Farm. I will now give de-
tails of the types of prisoners. In three
months there have been nine escapes, that
is, since the 15th August. On that day, if
the Votes and Proceedings of this House be
consuted-if anyone cares to read them
again-it will be found that, in reply to
ertain questions asked by me, those prison-
ers, having taken the farm cart and horse,
made their escape in the first instance in
that vehicle. Having got themselves some
three or four miles away, in the vicinity of
Forrest Hill, they there misappropriated a
rontor vehicle, in which they drove 15 or
20) miles to a place called Narralcup. There
they broke into a store and removed a quan-
tity of goods. They then drove back to
Forrest Hill and returned themselves, with
the, horse and cart, to the Pardelup Prison
Farm. having first, I understand, hidden
the goods which they had stolen outside the
farm. They were at the prison at roll call
the next morning, so that no-one was aware
they had escaped until complaints began to
be made by the various persons who had
suffered by their minor depredations. In-
quiries then resulted in their detection, In
consequence, they were arrested and I under-
stand that, mainly from information given
by one of them, although I have not verified
that point, they were arrested and taken to
Mt. Barker and charged with escaping.

At the suggestion of the magistrate one
of them was removed to the Albany gaol for
greater security. The detention house at
Mit. Barker was found to be so 'inadequate
that three of the number who were locked
up there for the night succeeded in prizing
a sheet of iron off the roof and escaping,
leaving one of their number behind. Whether
he was asleep or just left behind was not
made clear; anyway, he was left behind,
but those who did escape, having managed
to misappropriate a motor vehicle here and
there, finally got themselves 100 miles or
so along the line in the direction of Perth.
There they were arrested, at Katanning and
Wagin, on railway trucks, their supplies of
petrol having apparently become exhausted
anti they being unable to obtain a further
supply. They were duly locked up again.

All that does not disclose that there is much
virtue in this honour sy' stemn; but even then
it would be possible to overlook all this
were the types of prisoners such as could
be classified as responsive to this type of
prison treatment or as first offenders, as
stated in the report of the Comptroller
General for 1943, to which I have referred.
So, in order that I might have surne addi-
tional information in regard to the types
of prisoners, I asked further questions in
the House. I asked whether I could have a
return of the prisoners at the Pardelup
Prison Farm on the 15th August, 1945. 1
was very courteously informed that I could,
and I am indebted to the former Comp-
troller General of Prisons, who has just re-
tired, for the information which T now give
to the House, being a return supplied by
that gentleman quite recently to me. The
first of the prisoners was a man named

.1. Bratt, who was imprisoned on a sen-
tence of 18 months for gross indecency. His
previous offence had been for false pre-
tences, for which he was given 180 day-s' im-
prisonment.

The next is K. H. Butler, who received
four years' imprisonment for stealing with
violence. It will be noticed how comforting
is the fact that there is a prisoner at Par-
delup who has been sentenced to four years'
imprisonment for stealing with violence,
especially when I read the number of con-
vict ions he previously had. It will be rea-
lised how comforting that is to the settlers
and othe r people to whom I referred,
especially' the ladies concerned, who are left
frequently without any male protection
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whatever. This wants previous convictions
'were for unlawfully assuming control of a
motor vehicle in 1943; stealing in 1941, three
more charges of unlawfully assuming control
of motor vehicles in 1943; stealing, stealing
and receiving, assault and stealing a wallet.
I will not name the next men as he is a
first offender. His offence was only false
pretenees. I now come to a prisoner named
H. L. Carroll, who was one of the escapees
on the 15th August and who was sent for
greater protection to the Albany gaol, rather
than leave him at Mt. Barker. He was in
prison on a sentence of three years, and
thereafter at the Governor's pleasure, for
demanding money with menaces. Again, I
repeat, wvhat an interesting commentary is
this on the persons who are responsive and
likely to he kind to neighbouring people if
they should take one of the excellent oppor-
tunities that arc afforded them to escape.
His previous convictions are: Stealing, steal-
ing, receiving, unlawfully on premises,
stealing, creating disturbances, etc. The
next man is a gentleman named Clarke. He
was mn on five charges.

Mr. J. Hegney: An honourable gentle-
man 7

Mr. WATTS: I said a gentleman. Suffi-
cient! His crimes were stealing, unlawfully
on premises, unlawful possession, stealing,
and unlawfully on premises. Hle had pre-
viously had no less than three charg es of
stealing as well as one for unlawful pos-
session and another for stealing and receiv-
ing. I now come to 1W. T, Crawford. ..The
offence for which he was in for fouir years'
hard labour was breaking and entering, which
is akin to burglary; stealing and receiving,
unlawvful control of motor vehicle, escaping
from" custody, three charges of stealing;- his
previous convictions were for unlawful pos-
session, breach of the Licensing Act, which
I would not worry about, but it is listed
here, and stealing and receiving. Then we
have J. Coibrough, who escaped again a
couple Of days ago. He is the man who
recently escaped from Pardelup.

I should mention that no fewer than three
more prisoners have escaped in the last few
days from this same prison. Colbrough, T
understand, not only took a motor vehicle,
hut took the farm motor vehicle from the pri-
son farm and managed to reach a place not
more than 39 miles from Perth. It will be
noted that these men do not necessarily

select vehicles belonging to people in th
surrounding country; they even go so fa
as to take the motor vehicle from the priso
farm itself. This last prisoner is serving a
aggregate term of eight years. Among hi
offences are: Stealing, breaking and entei
ing, unlawful use of motorcar and eseapin
from custody. I ask members to pay atter
tion to this prisoner, as he is another or
who has a previous conviction for escapin
from custody, included in his aggregate ten
of eight years. Then we come to D. H. Elli
who is imprisoned there on a charge of stea
ing. His previous convictions are: stealinj
unlawfully on premises, stealing and breal
ing and entering. In respect of these crimE
he received various sentences. I now cons
to D. G. Gibbs, who is serving 31/ yeai
imprisonment for robbery with violence.
ask members to note that.

Air' J. Hegney: Are they all in yov
electorateV

Mr. WATTS: Unfortunately; by reaso
of this infernal prison system, they are; hi
as they have no electoral rights I am fl(

very much concerned about them. The pee
pie about whom I am concerned are thoi
who have to live near them and for whoi
I do accept some measure of responsihilit:
This man was sentenced to 3-1/ years ft
rohbery with violence. His previous cot
victions were: Disorderly conduct, unlawfi
assault and uttering. Then we have L. V
Harris, who is sentenced to three years' in
prisonment for assault with intent to eteal
hnt as he had no previous record, I suppoi
r should have excused him. The next man*
T. Ingvardson, who was sentenced to li
years' imprisonment for robbery with vio
Prnce. His previous convictions of any maj(
importance were: Stealing, unlawful posse
sion, stealing and receiving, breaking an
etitenag, stowaway, breach of the aliens rn
gulntions, etc. The next prisoner of impor
ance is F. T. M. Lange, who was conviete
for entering and unlawfully on premisest
commit a crime. He was sentenced to thrf
years' imprisonment with hard labou
Among his previous convictions are: Stea.
ig, four charges.

Mr. Fox: Could you not q 'uote some pi
sons higher up who were guilty of robber
without violence?

Mr. WATTS: Tn 1943, three charges c
ste~aling and receiving. I have nothin
against the prisoners except insofar as the
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are prisoners. I am obliged to make refer-
ence to them in order to establish the ease
that I wish this House to adopt, which is
that it is necessary to take strong action in
regard to this place if in the future we are
going to use it as a prison at all. The next
prisoner had an aggregate term of eight
years and eight months for breaking and
entering, stealing and receiving, and escap-
ing from legal custody. He was also ap-
parently known to be able and willing to
escape when given the opportunity. His
precvious convictions were shop-breaking and
larceny. Then we have another, unlawful
possession of a motor vehicle, stealing, es-
caping from custody and breaking and en-
tering. A little later there is another whose
offences were breaking and entering, steal-
ing and escaping from custody, with an ag-
gregate term of seven years and nine
months. His previous convictions had been
larceny in company, larceny from the per-
son, two charges of larceny and obscene ex-
posure.

The next man had five years with bard
labour for robbery with violence. His pre-
vious offences were stealing, vagrancy, three
more charges of stealing, and being idle and
disorderly. The next involves a charge of
tw-o years' hard labour for breaking and
entering. I think the remainder come some-
where near the bounds of reasonableness ex-
cept L. Whelan, who escaped from custody
on the 15th August. Re was in on seven
charges including stealing, two of being un-
Inwilully on premises, escaping, unlawfully
aszsuming- control of a motorcar, unlawful
possession, stealing and larceny, and he got
the biggest sentence of all for breaking anti
entering. His previous convictions were six
charges of stealing, unlawful possession, and
escaping from legal custody. Taking into
consideration the eharges that have been
levied against these men, on which they
have been convicted and are serving sen-
tence, and taking into consideration the ex-
pressed intention of the Comptroller of Pris-
ons, in the report that I read, on various
happenings that have taken place at Par.
delup, it is obvious to me that some drastic
action must be taken either in respect Of the
type of person to be sent to Pardelup or,
alternatively, in respect of the methods to
be used in regard to their detention. So far
as I can ascertain the staff there is carrying
out a policy that has been laid down de-
partmentally.

The members of the staff are not in a
p-osition to query who is sent to the prison.
They receive the men sent and carry out
the policy of putting them on the honur
system and of leaving them in such a type
of custody that escape is perfectly easy.
With the type of prisoner that has been
sent there it is quite obvious that the staff
of four warders is not sufficient. I do not
doubt, although for obvious reasons I have
not made inquiries, that the womenfolk be-
longwing to the war-ders there feel as much
concern as is felt by the women in the
surrounding country when it is known what
type of person is to be found at IPardelup
as prisoners. So I have no hesitation in
saying that a period has to be put to this
state of affairs. If we cannot arrange the
matter so that the prisoners who go to
Pardelup are of a type likely to be respon-
sive to this sort of treatment, then we shall
have to change the treatment or, alternat-
ively-and in my view in these circum-
stances this would be a great deal better-
close the gaol and make use of it for some
other public purpose. I have no doubt there
are other purposes for which it could be
used. As it is very good lana and capable
of development, it might be practicable to
turn it into a training school for future set-
tlers, or into some kind of agricultural col-
lege. It might be practicable to do manny
things with it, but I do say that the situa-
tion that has existed there for the last few
years, and more particularly in the last few
months, cannot be allowed to continue.

Therefore it seems to me that the whole
subject-matter of the Pardelup prison, and
the methods adopted there, should be in-
quirkd into by the committee which this
motion seeks to appoint. It would then be
possible for the members of the staff to
express their views as to what is wrong
with the prison in which they serve. I have
no doubt they would be prepa-red to ex-
press those views in evidence before that
committee, and it would be a distinct ad-
vantage if they were permitted to do so.
It would be as well if members of this
House-those not on the committee-
should have the opportunity of reading
,what the gentlemen in charge of the prison,
and obliged to deal with the difficult cases
there, have to say on this subject; as to
whether or no it is desirable to continue
the present practices or to alter them, or to
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close the prison. Those are the reasons why
I have moved this amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

MR. NEEDHAMr (Perth) [8.23]:- I gath-
ered from the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition that he is more concerned about
the type of gaol and the kind of prisoners
found there than the site itself. There is
something to be said for that, but I am
concerned about the site. The original re-
solution was to appoint a committee to in-
quire into where our gaol site should be.
I have had an intimate association with
this question from its inception. I had the
privilege of introducing a deputation re-
presenting the City Council to the Chief
Secretary when the question of the gaol
site at Claremont was first mooted. I
pointed out my objection to a gaol being
situated anywhere in the metropolitan
area. That deputation was representative
not only of the City Council hut also of
other adjacent local governing bodies-
Suhiaco, Nedlands, etc. We had the
pleasure of the Chief Secretary expounding
the virtues of the proposed new gaol site
at Claremont. I was not impressed by what
he told us. As has been mentioned by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn, there was a
conference of the local governing bodies
that I have already mentioned and the met-
tropolitan members of this Parliament.

Members expressed their sentiments in
very strong terms against the gaol site at
Claremoat."T went to see this site and what-
ever objections 1 might have had in the
early stages of this agitation became
stronger after I sawv the site. I cannot
imagine for a moment why in these days
any Government should agree to establish
a gaol site in the midst of a growing popu-
lation. The Premier interjected during the
speech of the member for M1t. Hawthorn
that the selection of the site at Barton 'a
Mill was a matter of -war expedieney, if I
heard the interjection correctly. We know
why Barton's Mill was chosen. At the time
that was done, we were practically on the
eve of invasion, and great danger would
have resulted had the Frenmantle gaol been
allowed to continue. The Government of
the day at that time acted promptly and
did much good to the community by estab-
lishing the gaol at Barton's Mill. That was
at wonderful piece of work, despite the fact
that on occasions the inmates of that place

have temporarily regained their liberty.
also want to say that the present policy of th
Government from the penological point o:
'view is to be commended.

The site and conditions obtaining a
Barton's AMi certainly constitute a much
needed reform. I have already spoken wi
that matter in this Chamber. The time ha
long gone past when a man or woman 5tuf
fering confinement because of a misdcmean
our should be judged from the prisoi
uniform worn. I commend the Will
cock Government which commenced the
policy and the Wise Government fo.
continuing it. The member for Gas
coyne said that the establishment o
Barton's Mill was a matter of expediency
but I venture to say that the resoln
tion we are considering is one o.
evasion. The Government itself shouli
determine where the gaol site should be
whether it is in the metropolitan area o
somewhere else. Having determined that,
will require money with which to establis'!
the gaol on the particular site selected
Then Parliamnent wvill have its remedy. Tb
Government will be required to place oi
the Estimates provision for the necessar
money required to establish the gaol oi
the new site. Thus Parliament will hay
the last word in saying whether or not
will vote the money for the erection o
the gaol on the selected site. I would sa'.
that instead of referring this matter to
Joint Committee that is representative o
hoth Houses of Parliament with a view t
providing advice to the Government on thi
expert matter, the Government should talc
the necessary action itself, and the cours
proposed in the motion is to my mind a:
evasion of Government responsibilities.

The Chief Secretary told Parliamen
very plainly that the action I have alread:
mentioned was taken upon the advice o
experts, including someone from the East
era States. The advice given to the Govern
ment was that the Claremont site wa
ideal. On tbe other hand we have bear'
opinions expressed that the site is no
ideal. Let the Government take its cour
age in both hands and indicate that it wil
establish the gaol on the Claremont site o
somewhere else, and then come to Parlia
ment for the necessary appropriatior
That would be a real test, a much bette
teat than a Joint Committee on the line
suggested. The committee would have t
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invoke expert assistance and that expert
issistanee might be from the same expert
source that the Government has already
taken advantage of, and about which the
Chief Secretary has already spoken. In
the circumstances, I oppose the resolution
even in an amended form. I do not think
the Joint Committee should be appointed
at all. The Government should make up its
own mind as to where the gaol should be
established and then seek the necessary
appropriation from Parliament, which
would then have the right to say whether
or not it would grant the funds requested.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [8.32]: 1
support the resolution in its present form.
The first portion is of importance even if
only for the reason mentioned by the Chief
Secretary, namely, that members should
know something of the problems confront-
ing prison -administrators. I do not think
that members of a Joint Committee could
determine upon a proper site without hav-
ing first made themselves thoroughly
familiar with all aspects of the kind of
prison for which they were to recommend
a site. For that reason alone they would
have to consider what type of prison was
to be erected on the site chosen. Without
having an opportunity to secure all the in-
formation that was before the Minister
when the Claremont site was selected, I
hesitate to criticise it with all the force
that such a site would seem to justify. To
me it seems most ridiculous to suggest
placing an establishment that apparently,
so far as we are aware, is for the purpose
of keeping long-term dangerous prisoners
in detention-it is suggested that the pro-
posed modern gaol is to be used for that
purpose-so close to the city.

It may be that more than one new prison
building, is required. One may be necs-
sary for short-term prisoners whom it
would be inconvenient to provide for at a
long distance from the city, while another
should be for the long-term prisoners.
Whatever the reasons of the Joint Commit-
tee might be, in the event of the decision
going in favour of the Claremont site I
certainly would not be convinced. Like the
member for Mft. Hawthorn, I cannot con-
ceive a site that could be more unsuitable
than the one suggested. When the site is
selected it should, in my opinion, be suffi-
ciently far from the metropolitan area to

allow for the expansion of the city. I
think the proposed committee will be able
to assist us in that direction. In my
opinion, the widest possible publicity should
be given on a question such as this, so
that anyone likely to be affected will have
an opportunity to put his views to the corn-
mnittee before itgc decision is arrived at.
Therefore I think the appointment of a
Joint Committee is essential and I shall sup-
port the motion.

MR. READ (Victoria Park) [8.36]: In
the course of debates in this Chamber we
have had what may be described as the
battle of the sites. The first referred to a
sanitary site.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing the sanitary site now.

Mr. READ: Now we are discussing the
gaol site. We must realise that the Gaols
Department is in almost desperate need of
a new metropolitan penitentiary and that
the accommodation and amenities together
with the existing facilities at the Fremantle
Gaol have readfied the stage where something
has to he done to provide a site for a new
gaol. The unfortunate and unfavourable
position regarding the Fremantle Gaol,
which was established very many years ago
at a time when Fremantle was a small town-
ship, emphasises the fact that it is too near
to the city today. The development of the
city of Fremantle has been retarded becauso
of the position of the gaol. From what we
can learn, it is essential that we shall not
repeat past mistakes in the area adjacent to
the capital city of Perth. The Chief Secre-
tary and his advisers, as well as the Comp-
troiler of Prisons, have between them selected
a site which is not acceptable th most of
the inhabitants of the metropolitan area. The
site is in a line with the continuation of
Hay-street, about four miles from the Gen-
eral Post Office. The site comprises 250
acres and has buffer areas on the eastern
and western sides of another 400 acres,
That would alienate for all time approxi-
miately 1,000 acres that could be utilised in
the f urther development of the City of Perth.
On looking up what is considered to he
the requirements of a modern gaol, I found
the following:-

(a) A prison for the incarceration in total
security of dangerous criminals.

(b) A gaol for the detention of convicted
persons of lesser offences, and for persons serv-
lng short sentences.
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(c) A barracks for the confinement of per-
sons awaiting trial and those remanded for
trial.

(d) Workshop buildings, exorcise yards and
working areas, both wall-enclosed and in the
open, for the proper working of prisoners and
for their instruction and rehabilitation.

(e) Administrative buildings and staff
accommodation.

That is a conception of what will be needed
to meet modem requirements, and I think
the gaol should be far removed from the
Metropolitan area, always bearing in mind
the need for accessibility by some main
artery. One of the matters stressed is reha-
bilitation of prisoners by field work and
dairy farming, and the proposed site would
not lend itself in any way to that form of
work. The Claremont site consists of a
bowl or depression with high land all around;
which would make excellent sites for homes.
We have been told that the area would per-
mit of homes being provided for 8,000 fami-
lies, and they would be within a distance
of four or five miles of the G.P.O. The
surroundings are excellent; it is one part
where experts have told us natural develop-
ment could take place. The report of the
Town Planning Commissioner states-

Consideration of the disposition of the people
in the metropolitan area shows that the land
areas between the city and the coastal beaches
provide the best potential development for
future residential accommodation. This coas-
tal strip will provide thousands of working
people with buildn sites having an economy
of transport todindustry and to beach and
other recreation unsurpassed by any other area
and in a situation well suited to the climatic
conditions of the State.

Another aspect that I believe is not suffi-
ciently appreciated is that the adoption of
the Claremont site would involve encroach-
ment upon University endowment lands.
Endowment lands have been granted to the
University for the furtherance of education,
and no Government should alienate proper-
ties thus ranted to the University. Later
on when the value of the land increases
the return from the leasing of it will
provide revenue for all time. In some
of the older cities, this source of income
represents the major portion of university
revenue.

Other speakers have pointed out that tho
location of the mental hospital, the dogs'
home, etc., in that locality militates against
the use of the land for residential purposes,
but those places could be moved elsewhere
and in due course I believe that other sites

will have to be found for them. This shou
be a warning to us not to perpetrate a.
other mistake of the same sort. Let us tb
to visualise what that part will be in 9.
other 25 or 50 years. We do not want tl
people of that time to be confronted xvi
a recurrence of our present trouble. Y
the people of the future will experien
something of our present anxiety if we co
sent to the Claremont site for a gaol.

There are plenty of other sites quite
suitable for a gaol. We have been told th
somebody from the Eastern States chose tl
Claremont site for a gaol, stating that
was ideal. I repeat that this is not the on
suitable site available. There are doze.
of others. Some that I have in mind a
within easy access of the city heing only
or 14 miles distant and are served by sam
conveniences as electric current and watU

The Minister for Justice: Would a ga
site be popular anywhere?

Air. READ: No, but that does not justi:
our putting a new gaol in our midst as
preventing the development that otherwi
would take place. Consider the matter
transport! Would it not be easier to tram
port a few hundred or even a few thousar
prisoners backwards and forwards to a ga
than to transport 30,00 people mornir
and night to and from their work over tI
longer distance at which they would ha'
to live from the city for all time? I kno
of experts who have great knowledge
areas suitable for the purpose, and th4
would be able to make available their info
mation on the subject. If a committee we
appointed, no harmn could possibly be do,
and valuable information might be mam
available to the Government, leading it
locating the gaoll not within the metropol
tan area hut at least 12 miles distant fro
the centre of the city.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [8.50]: 1 r
gret that my knowledge of this subject
somewhat superficial, nor have I any insi4
information, As I view the matter, it is n,
a question of whether the proposed site
suitable for a gaol. We have not to deci(
that point. The question of deciding up(
a suitable site would be almost impossibl

The Minister for Lands: Would you hIl
it at Bunbury?

Mr. WITHERS: Perth might expand
far as Bunbury some day and then the ga
would still be in the way. It i-s a questli
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of whether the site is suitable to the corn-
inanity. As the Minister for Justice has just
interjected, would a gaol site be popular
anywhere? We talk about a gaol site close
to the City of Perth and som e say it ought
to be removed to a remote place. However,
in 20 or 25 years that remote place might
become a popular resort and the gaol would
then interfere with its poplularity. Suppose
the gaol site some years ago had been fixed
at Yanehep, which was then far removed
from the city, what prospect would we have
baa of developing Yanebep as a favourite
resort, sueh as it is nowv? People would
have said, "The gaol should never have been
built on this site; it should have been put
elsewhere. How are we to develop Yanebep
for the benefit of the State"?

Mr. North: What about an island?
Mr. 'WITHERS: We bad an island site

at one time. Rottnest Island was the place
where long-term prisoners were sent.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: And aborigines.
Mr. WI THERS:- I remember the man who

was in charge at Rottnest; he had a son who
was in Parliament since I have been a marn-
her. Afterwards the Rottnest Island gaol
wvas removed to Fremantle. I remember going
to Brisbane with the Minister for Lands. We
saw a large prison on St. Helena Island, at
the mouth of the Brisbane River. The prison
has since been removed and the island turned
into a summer resort like Rottnest. I had
an experience last year, This is outside in-
formation, too, not inside. I was in Mel-
bourne this time 12 months ago and visited
relatives who asked me to have a look at
the park where they lived. On the Sunday
afternoon we walked past Pentridge gaol,
and the people seemed proud of it. Talk
about buildings! Shops and dwelling-
houses are being constructed by the hundred
near that gol. The park is only separated
by a road from the prison. At one time the
park was a dirty old watercourse, hut the
authorities beautified it over a period of
years, and now thousands of people drive to
it on a Sunday afternoon. There is a band
and the men sail and race their toy yachts
in the cemented pool.

Mr. A bbott:- The gaol is to be removed.
Mr. W. Hegney: Where is it?
Mr. WITHERS: Coburg. The Common-

wealth is building hundreds of houses under
the Commonwealth Housing Schema within
kicking distance of the gaol. Members spoke

about progress being retarded. The member
for Victoria Park rather contradicted himi-
self about the suitability of the proposed
site for building purposes. At present it
consists of endowment lands, and who is to
say that the University is going to discour-
age the subdividing of the land into building
blocks? On the other hand, it may still be
University endowment land for the next 20
or 30 years. It is my opinion that this pro-
posed committee will not be able to secure
any more valuable information than that
which has already been obtained by the ex-
parts for the Government.

Mr. Leslie: But vested interests would
have their say.

Mr. WITHERS: The proposed committee
might recommend the site at Barton's Mill
or sonic other place, but still there would be
objections taken to either site. When the
committee has considered the pros and eons
of the matter and made its recommendations,
it will still remain for Parliament to accept
them. I do not think the committee will do
any good. In my opinion, the question of
a site is not one for a committee to deter-
mine. What we require is a gaol similar to
the Pentridge gaol, which is practically self-
supporting; the prisoners grow their own
crops and have their own cows. They have
the amenities about which the member for
Victoria Park spoke. I do not know the area
of the land which is devoted to rowing crops
and vegetables at Pentridge; but I point out
that the site at Claremont may not be as
fertile as the site at Cobnrg. The Govern-
ment's opinion is that the Claremont site
should be used for the purpose of a gaol.
That is the crux of the whole matter. The
proposed committee might recommend an
alternative site, but the question is whether
the Government will act oil the recoin-
inendation or not.

Mir. North: Do you favour a Royal Com-
mission instead?

Mr. WITHERS: I do not want any corn-
mission, I accept the sound judgment of
the Government itself.

[Mr. J. Hegney took the Chair.]

Mr. Abbott: It has not been sound so far.
Mr. WITHERS: The fact that some

peo~ple say that it is not sound does not
make it unsound. We disagree even on
that point. No matter what site we may
select, in 25 years' time our children might
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say, "Those old boneheads! Fancy their
selecting this beautiful site for a gaol.
Look what we could have done with it!"

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member must not reflect upon boneheads.

Mr. WITHERS: I am not reflecting, Sir.
I was merely saying what our children
might remark in years to come. I did not
by any means intend to reflect upon meam-
hers of Parliament, hut we cannot be held
responsible for what the young people will
say when we have passed on. Then there
is the question that was raised by the
Leader of the Opposition. Surely, Par-
delup is far enough removed from the
centre of Perth, but when the prisoners es-
cape, what happens? If the gaol were
nearer the city, a posse of police could
quickly recapture them and return them to
prison. The prisoners seem to come to the
city, where they try to dodge the police,
but they are captured again in due course.
Therefore, it would not be so advantageous
to remove the gaol far from the city.

Mr. Rodoreda: At present they do get
out.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so. It may be
that someone perhaps leaves the gate open
and they walk out. I do not know how
prisoners escape from Pardelup as easily
as they do. I heard a person say that there
is one place he would like to go to if he
wanted a holiday and that was Barton's
Mill, but he said the only way he could
get there would be to break a window and
be convicted. He also said he would spend
an enjoyable time at Barton's Mill, as he
would have a wireless and the surroundings
would be pleasant. I do not think we
want a gaol of that description, which en-
tices people to break the law for the pur-
pose of having a holiday and a peaceful
timne, playing cards and listening to the
wireless. I do not feel I can support the
resolution for the reasons I have stated.

XR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [9.0]: I
-wish to indicate my support of the resolu-
tion, and in this connection I differ from
the view expressed by the member for
Perth. He pointed out that in his opinion
it was entirely the Government's responsi-
bility to determine the site. I have heard
from this side of the House, and from mem-
bers of the Opposition, views to the effect
that in matters affecting public institutions

and public policy private members on boi
sides should be consulted. This is a eoi
crete instance where the Government
seeking the opinion from representativi
of both sides of the House. The suggestic
in paragraph (b)-whether the site selcte
by the Government, known as the Clani
mont site, should he used for this pu:
pose-is one of major importance. I em it
dlined to ithink there is no necessity fc
paragraph (a), but as the Government hs
the idea that the requirements of a moder
gaol should be referred to a Joint Con
mittee, as well as the actual site that hf
been recommended by the expert conamil
tee, it puts the onus on the proposed con
mittee to determine an alternative site.

Since the Government has seen fit to sul
mit these terms to a Joint Committee,
propose to support the motion. Althoug
I do that 1, as a private member, want t
indicate my view as to the present sit,
Whatever recommendation the comumitte
brings in will need to be backed by stron
reasons if it is going to suggest that th
present site he retained. I hold a ve
different from that of the member for But
bury, who said a few moments ago the
the gaol at Pentridge did not interfex
with the development there. I had an 01
portunity, as did the hon. member, of loot
ing around the environs of Coburg Gac
last year. I also interviewed many of th
reisidents of the 300 new homes built i
the vicinity by the Victorian Housing Cor
mission. It is true that some of thos
homes overlook the gaol. I was given t
understand by every resident with whom
talked that it was proposed to shift th
gaol. What is more, they said that th
only reason they stayed there was becaus
of the shortage of housing aecommodatior
They took those houses on the understand
ing that the gaol would be shifted. Thesaid they were economically obliged to oc
cupy the houses.

Mr. Fox; They were renting those house,
Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is so; they wer

occupying them. I have taken the oppor
tunity to look over the proposed site.
know practically every inch of the eountr:
involved and I believe, taking the lonj
view, that the district between Weinble:
Park and the ocean is too valuable to b
further spoilt by the erection of a gaol
Anyone who has vision, as far as the ex

161



[IASSEMBLY.)

pansion of the metropolitan area is con-
cerned, must realise that the city will pro-
gress westward and, to some extent, north-
ward. I am of opinion that, rather than
put any further buildings between the City
of Perth and the ocean, we should shift
the buildings to which I have referred, and
the other conveniences, elsewhere. The
Government has a serious responsibility
to determine in connection with the gaol
site. This is not a political question.
Whatever Government was in power would
be faced with this responsibility. I think
that the Government, and members of all
parties, want to do the right thing. In
view of modern developments in transport,
a distance of 12 or 14 miles from the city
means nothing. I do not profess to he
sufficiently expert in the branch of pen-
ology dealing with the requirements of a
modemn gaol to offer an authoritative
opinion, but I do say that it is necessary
to segregate different types of prisoners.

I was amazed to hear the speech of the
Lender of the Opposition. If what he says,
or even half of it, is correct, then it is not
that the methods of frying to reform pris-
oners at Pardelup is wrong; it is the type
of prisoner sent there. I am gla that
matter has been added to the resolution.
The committee, if appointed, will inquire
into that aspect of our present system. I
believe that this is the right method of
approach. If the Government decides to
take the experts' advice and ignore that of
the local authorities, and private members,
it would be doing a disservice. On the
contrary, it has seen fit to throw the mat-
ter open, so to speak, to representatives of
alt parties. They will have an opportunity
to submit some recommendations. If in
due course a report is submitted, it will
be a well-considered one. All the circum-
stances will he taken into account and I
think we will get a better decision than if
the Government were peremptorily to put
the expert committee's report into opera-
tion.

BON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [9.7]:
This is a resolution to appoint three mem-
bers to sit with three members appointed
by another place to consider three definite
steps set out in paragraphs (a), (b) and
(c), to which paragraph (d) has been
added by the Leader of the Opposin~on. I
agree with the view taken by the memher

for Mount Hawthorn and, to a large extent,
by the member for Bunbury and other;,
that certain paragraphs defining the scope
of the inquiry arc not only superfluous but,
to some extent, dangerous. For instance,
let us take the first: "The requirements
for a modern gaol."1 That covers the
whole field of penology and includes the
class of building that will give effect to
the views finally adopted as a result of that
inquiry. It would mean, if carried to its
full extent, months and months of inquiry,
and then we would get the expression of
opinion of a committee that, without being-
at all derogatory, tine would have to de-
scribe as being composed of persons far
from being experts.

M r. Read: You might be one.

Ron. N. KEENAN: I am not going to be
one. This paragraph might well be elimin-
ated. I intend to deal with paragraph (b)
later. Paragraph (e) charges the commit-
tee to report on and recommend any alter-
native site if it comes to a certain conclu-
sion regarding the proposed site. There
again, the field of inquiry will be colossal
and might occupy many months. In this
ease it would be the opinion merely of mem-
bers.

[The Speaker ramumed the Chair.]

Hon. J. C. Willeck: Not representing
that district.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Certainly not repre-
senting that district, and not qualified to
express a very valid opinion. Their find-
ing would he of very little use- Although
the reasons given by the Leader of the Op-
position for the inclusion of paragraph (d)
were exhaustive and proper, I doubt
whether any conclusion at whicih the com-
mittee might arrive on that paragraph
would be of great use for the purpose that
is desired to be achieved. The one para-
graph that does commend itself is that
wvhich asks the committee to say -whether
the site selected. should be used for gaol
purposes, apart altogether from expressing
any opinion as to whether a particular kind
of gaol should be erected on that site or as
to a particular kind of penology being car-
ried out in that gaol, or whether the gaol
-would be able to see the site and hear evi-
dence as to the use to which the site could
peared to do with ths greatest of ease,
both from Pardelup and Barton's Mill.
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On that one paragraph this committee
culd well be appointed. Its members
wvculd be able to see the site and hear eni-
demce as to the use to which the site could
be put if not used for the erection of a
gaol. They could also take into account the
possible future .of Perth. Perth, as far as
its site is concerned, is a peculiar city. As
was said by one member tonight, the expan-
sion of Perth must be westwards, because
if one goes eastwards one soon reaches the
Ranges. Going westward, unfortunately,
one soon reachies the sea. There is, in
truth, but a small area of laud around
Perth either to east, west, south or north
available for settlement. We all hope that
Perth is only in its early days, as a city-
almost in its childhood days-and that in
the course of another century it will expand
to a size commensurate with the great cities
of the Eastern State;, perhaps almost as
large as Melbourne or Sydney today. No-
one has the right to say that those hopes
are not justified and, if they are justified,
there is not an acre of land here that will
not be wanted either for factories or for
the residences of workers employed in the
factories, and for schools and other institu-
tions required in such a state of develop-
ment.

We must have regard to the future, at
least as far ahead as 100 years, which is
nothing in the life of a nation. If we do
that, there are many reasons that can be
urged against the site at present proposed
being used for a gaol. I do not propose
to traverse those reasons here. That would
be the scope of the inquiry by the commit-
tee. I would like to see paragraphs (a),
(c), and (d) left out. I do not intend to
move for their omission, because it is ob-
vious that if the House as a whole agreed
to such a motion it might mean the loss of
the whole motion. If the Government,
having considered the matter, would agree
to the omission of those wide and almost
impossible paragraphs, it would very much
strengthen the value of this proposal. That
is all I desire to May.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
debate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Commnittee of Supply.
Resumed from the 31st October; Mr.

Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote-Medical, E46,548 (partly consid
ered):

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [9.15]:
desire first to deal with the Old Men'
Home, which is administered by this depart
ment. That home is at present situated oj
an admirable site-it would be impossibli
to select a better one. It is common know
ledge that it is proposed to abolish it from
that site, and that a large sum of money i
to be made available by the Lotteries Corn
mission for the construction of a home a
another place, to which it is proposed to re
move the inhabitants of the present home
It is common knowledge that it is the in
tention of those interested in the welfare 01

returned soldiers to construct a home fo
them and to take over from the present hom,
at Dalkeith. I do not think that meets wit]
the approval of the inhabitants of the O1h
Men's Home, and I do not believe we shoub
commit ourselves to a programme to whicl
they would be legitimately opposed. I:
some money was spent on improvements oi
the present home, to provide amenities a
they are commonly called, and to make thi
place more presentable, it would be quite
happy place, but that is not what is hap
pening there.

The Minister referred to that departmen
and to the fact that Mr. Huelin was retir
ing. I think Mr. Huelin has been thi
scapegoat of that department for years
Every economy carried out was alleged tb

be either the suggestion of or something ap
proved by Mr. Huelin. The place mos
criticised as being starved in consequence o:
his views-I have no doubt that if he heli
any views of that kind they were entirel:
necessary from the point of view of th,
money that he was allowed to spend-and Gui
of the places most hardly hit by that econom2i
was the Old Men's Home at Dalkeith. Then,
has always been a violent desire to mak,
that home self-supporting, and at present, i
one takes the figures, the amount taken fron
each pensioner is more than ample to pa:,
for what he receives. As a matter of fact
the pensioner is not getting anything. Hi
is giving and is paying anything up t(
27s. 6id. a week.

The Minister for Lands: Very few o:
them pay that much, and they do it at thei:
own request.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I know that a nuni-
ber are paying 27s. Od. and that many arc
paying 21s. or 22s.

The Minister for Lands: Very many are
paying nothing.

lion. N. KEENAN: They are sent there
by the Government and old men enjoying
a pension arc asked to keep them. That is
the position that presents itself to the pres-
ent inmates. A sufficient sum is deducted
froiu the pensions of inmates to enable the
Government to keep in the home a number
that contribute nothing, and who are Gov-
ernment charges. That is one reason why
the home is not a happy place. There is a
general belief, on the part of the pensioners,
that they are being used for the purpose of
maintaining those who should be maintained
out of public funds, as in the case of a
Chinaman, for instance, who has no pension
and who has to be carried by the home
when his working days are past. There is
another way in which the home could be im-
proved, and that is by spending the money
that is to be spent there in a more careful
manner.

One of the main complaints concerns food
and yet undoubtedly-I made inquiries into
the matter and I am satisfied that such is
the case-proper food is bought, but it is
not adequately cooked or presented for the
use of the old men and in many instances
is not suited to their requirements. Many
of the old men have no false teeth and have
to depend upon their gums for chewing
purposes. They are not in a position to
eat what might be quite suitable food for
people with teeth. There are other in-
stances where the food is constantly com-
plained about with respect to the bad cook-
ing. I went to the late Hon. S. W. Munsie,
who was then Minister for Health, at a
time when the complaints were very numer-
ous and asked him to investigate generally
the matter of food supplies to the old men.
U~nfortunately it was known when he would
visit the Old Mlen's Home and the bill of
fare put before the inmates that day would
have done credit to the Adelphi Hotel. The
inspection was a farce. I suggest that if a
surprise visit were made it would be found
that the complaints were not ilifounded. I
am prepared to admit that in such an insti-
tution where there are a lot of old men,
there will always he a number who will he
prepared to growl.

The Minister for Lands: That is their
privilege.

Hon. N. KEENAN: On the other hard,
I know that the inmates include many raa-
sonable men who will tell any inquirer that
there is a large measure of truth in what,
if I may use the term, the growlers com-
plain about. I have already said that the
Old Men's Home could he improved in a
manner that would make the institution
highly attractive by the expenditure of no
greater sum than we have mentioned is
contemplated in connection with the provi-
sion of the new home. I am supported in
that view not by the inmates of the institu-
tion but by the staff who will tell anyone
who goes there that the home could be imi-
proved by the expenditure of £10,000 or
£15,000, which would make it a perfectly
acceptable place within certain limits. As
it is, we know that the Old Men's Home
is regarded by some as a place where they
go to die. There can be no sadder experi-
ence gained by any person who visits the
institution than the appreciation that some
go there and stop only to die. In those
circumstances such people hardly care what
class of treatment they receive. That is the
position regarding a few. The great majo-
rity of the inmates could be happy old men
if a sum of money approximately equiva-
lent to that which we have heard is to be
expended on the erction of another place,
were spent on the home. I hope the new
Minister for Health will bring all the fresh-
ness of his young days to bear on the con-
sideration of what can be done to make the
Old Men's Rome a happier and better place
for its inmates.

There is also another matter somewhat
connected with the residents of Dalkeith
and of the Nedlands district generally; I
refer to the infant health centres. These
institutions have becn supported through-
out the whole district of Nedlands, not
merely by the residents of Dalkeith or
those living east of Stirling Highway, and
that support has been on a very generous
scale. For years we have carried, without
any help from the Government, three
centres, One is situated near the end of
Onslow-road, another is near Hollywood
and the third is in Nedlands proper. The
position is that while in these districts
there was enough money obtainable from
public subscriptions to carry out the pto-
gritmnme well, to put up very fine buildings
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and to equip them in the finest possible
manner and engage the very best staff pro-
curable, a staff that was happy and worthy,
it has to be admitted that in other districts
such a result was not possible. In the cir-
oumstanees, the G3overnment took over the
system and now it has the entire responsi-
bility for the work, and all that the local
supporters do is to help in the provision of
accoutrements and supplies that the olfflcial
regulations do not contemplate. However,
the assistance in that direction is only
limited and I hope no effort will be spared
in that connection.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is provided
for in another vote.

Elon. N. ICEENAN: The matters I am
discussing come under the heading of
health and, although I amn being reproved
by the member for Ouildford-Midland, I
think I am correct in dealing with them
nOW.

The Minister for Lands: You are always
right until the Chairman stops you!

Hon. NY KEENAN; I hope nothing -will
be done to put an end to this very valuable
connection between the public and the in-
fant health centres. I amn sure that the
public will remain interested'if given any-
thing to do. That is the important point-
give them something to do! Let themn have
an opportunity to achieve their objective,
provided that objective is approved by the
department. Do not ignore the public.

The Minister for Hlealth: We do not
ignore them. We consult them on everything
conducive to the improvement of health
centres.

Hon. N. KEENAN: So long as the Mvin-
ister does that, he will find the public wvill
respond. I do not desire to discuss the Vote
generally at length, but the two matters I
have mentioned are such that I know a good
deal about them and I desire to bring them
before the notice of the Minister. I par-
ticularly desire that there should he some
express policy regarding the Old Men's Home
at Dalkeith. They should not be left in
doubt as they are today. They do not know
what is to happen. I am perfectly convinced
those people are being exploited today.
When we consider that a number of the old
men who are old age pensioners, are being
used by taking from them such part of their
pensions as is necessary in order to pro-
vide amenities for others wvho have nothing,

it is an impossible proposition. Yet that
happening today. It can only happen be
cause of the inaction of those to whom
applies.

THE DUNISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. A
HI. Panton-Leederville) [9.30]: 1 make n
apology for intervening in this debate whic;
affects the department of the Minister fo
Realth, but in view of the fact that most o
the criticism has been levelled against hap
penings while I wvas the Minister, I feel tha
1. am entitled to have something to say.

Mr. Mann: An extraordinary thing to dc

The MINISTER FORl LANDS: If th
member for Beverley does not approve, I d
not mind transferring from Minister fo
Lands to the member for Leederville. A
regards the Old Men's Home, or "Sunset" a
it is now called, the member for Nedland
and the inmates in the home can rest assure.
that I do not think any of them will be her
by the time a home is built at Come. Th
chairman of the Lotteries Commission
ambitious to build first of all a home fo
the women1 which is very badly needed. H
is ambitious to build homes for elderly mar
ried. couples, instead of separating them a
has to be done at present. Then he migh
think of building a home for the old mer
Knowing as I do' the difficulties of gettini
building material and manpower, I believ
that the inmates of "Sunset" will have passe,
beyond long before the time comes to remov
the institution elsewhere.

I do not agree with the member for Ned
lands when he says that a lot of the me:
are charged 27s. 6d. a week for their keer
The men who are charged 27s. 6d., if it goe
so high, arc men of means who desire t
go to the home and who request privilege
that are not available to others.

Mr. Mann: Does the Commonwealth Gov
erment take anything from that?9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If a mai
is in receipt of the old age pension befor
he enters the home, the Commonwealth take
nothing. If he eaters before receiving tb
pensionJ he is unable to draw the pensios
because he is provided for.

Mr. Mann: Did not the Commonwealt
take so much from them 9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not one
the pension has been granted to them; ,the:
then pay what is expected of them. A ]arg
number of the men pay nothing at all.
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Ron. N. Keenan: How much is taken from
the increase originally granted to old age
pensioners?7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member will appreciate that when the in-
crease from 27s. 6d. to 32s. 6id. was given,
it was made a condition that in no circum-
stances was anything at all to be taken.

Hon. N. Keenan: What happens up to the
27s, Gd?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Seone of
the men ask for special privileges and are
prepared to pay for them. Some are men
with private means who prefer to go to the
home for the sake of the company. It is of no
use the hon. member telling a story of that
sort. However, I will leave it to the Min-
ister for Health to speak further on the
matter, I now wish to deal briefly with the
member for Beverley. As usual the hon.
member worked himself into almost a pas-
sionate state when speaking about health and'
the nurses. I have told the hon. member and
the world through the Press that the pre-
sent position of the nurses, hospital em-
ployees and domestic staff in the matter of
wages and conditions is due to the pegging
of wages tunder the Commonwealth National
Security Regulations. The hon. member
knows that.

Mr. Mann- Of course we know it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
why should the hon. member get up in the
Chamber year after year and lead people
to believe it is due to some other cause?

Mr. Mann: How did the railway officials
get their increases?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
way or other through the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court, not through the State
court or the State Government. It is of no
use the hon. member 'putting that over.
Once the National Security Regulations are
lifted by the Commonwealth and the nurses
can get into court, they will have an oppor-
tunity to prove their ease, the same as any
other industrial organisation, registered
under the Act, as are the nurses.

The Minister for Health: We will en-
deavour to get them in.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Gov-
ernment has done everything possible to en-
able them to get to the court. The member
for Beverley went further and, shaking his
fist, stated that there would be no nurses

within two years. He also said that there
was not an applicant at the moment for
Wooroloo.

The Minister for Works: Who said that?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Who

would say it?
The Minister for Education: The mem-

ber for Beverley.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Wooroloo

is the starting point of the Government
scheme for the training of nurses. The
hon. member is usually fairly accurate.

Mr. Mann:; Tell me--

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
tell the bon. member all about it. Presently
he will he taking off his cost. After bearing
the honr. member's passionate appeal, I got
into touch with the department, and was in-
formed that 21 trainees have actually entered
the training school at Woorolee since May
of this year. Four are ready for the next
school on the 17th December, and 39 sat for
the education examination in August1 of
whom 17 have passed, and they will be ready
for the school on the 17th December. Twelve
to 15 prospective trainees will be ready to
enter in the next three months. The school
runs for two months.

The hon. member must know, if he reads
the newspapers, that the shortage of nursing
and domestic staffs for hospitals is an Aus-
tralia-wide worry. It is by no means confined
to Western Australia. We cannot take
thousands of women out of industry and put
them into the Services and expect the same
number of women to be available for the
work that was being done before. Girls who
would have become trainees in public or
private hospitals were absorbed to a large
extent in the Services, and many of themi
arc certain to return under the rehabilitation
scheme and take up nursing. Some are
already in the Perth Hospital. I have no
hesitation in saying that, as the Services
release a large number of these women, so
we shall have more trainees coming forward.

Afr. Mann: Have you any idea of the
number of trainees for the Perth Hospital
arid the Children's Hospital?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Perth
and Fremantle never had any trouble. If
there has been any trouble, it has been on
account of the four-year scheme as against
the three-year scheme for the others. A
large number of nurses leaving the Services
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have been married during the war and, as
their husbands. return, they are making their
homes. Consequently, there is a shortage of
nurses on that account. The shortage is not
confined to hospitals. Everywhere there is
a shortage of women workers, and this will
continue until conditions settle down. Yet
the hon. member argued that the fault was
all with the Government and the Government
scheme.

Mir. Mann: No.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That was

the impression conveyed by the hon. mem-
her, who was very critical.

Mr. Mann: I have two daughters and
know all about it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
heard about them so often from the hon.
member that I think they must be multiply-
ing. The hon. member twitted my colleague
about the acceptance of the Os. per day
scheme. The 6s. per day scheme has been
going on for about two years and has not
yet been finalised. This 'matter will he
brought before the House in the form of a
Bill in order to give Parliament an oppor-
tunity to decide the issue.

Mr. Mann: I think you are mistaken
there. I did not mention the Os. per day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
shows the hon. member's state of mind. I
wonder whether he has read the report of
his speech in "Hansard." The member for
Beverley deliberately said that he wanted
to know from my colleague wvhether it was
compulsory. That is the word he used. My
colleague said, "We accepted it." He said,
"Why did you accept it?" He followed
that up.

Mr. Mann: I would rather hear your
colleague than hear you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
the bon. member would. Most people like
to listen to my colleague, because lie is
quiet and gentlemanly, whereas I am a big
bully.

Mr. Watts: After all, he went to the con-
ference.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I went to
three conferences.

Mr. Watts: The last is the one we are
interested in.

Mr. Thorn: You are not a big bully.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I wanted

to frighten the hon. member. So far as the
matter of 6s. per day is concerned, that will

come before Parliament in due course. Th
question of whether we will accept it or no
is quite another matter. The Leader o
the Opposition asked, by way of interje(
tion-and this is rather informative, if th
member for Beverley will keep quiet to
two minutes-what the average loss wa
for the two years prior to the introduetio
of uniform taxation; in other words, wha
we lost out of the hospital Lund fc
the two years prior to the advent of uni
form taxation. The average for the to'
years was £285,053. The amount fixed wa
£275,750, or £9,303 loss per year.

Mr. Watts: That makes no allowance fe
any possible increase.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thatj
so. As a matter of fact, the figure went u
the first year after uniform taxation we
introduced and remained static for tw
years. It has come down gradually sine4
The member for Murray-Wellington wante
to know when the committee, which I wE
very largely responsible for forming on ix
struetions from the Government and whie
is known as the Hospital Committee, wv
going to mskke its report as to where th
regional hospitals were to be built. 1H
went on to say that there was no occasio
to wait, because one could pick out t1i
sites for one's self. I think he is right. M4
information is that the committee is read
to report on the sites, but let me inform th
member for Murray-Wellington that thi
is the least part of the matter. Compare
with making provision for building the hoi
pitals, that part is infinitesimal. The Go'
erment has not been sitting down on th
job.' It appreciated the fact that, competer
as is our Principal Architect, he is in

greatly experienced in building hospital
and these regional hospitals will be of a
sizes and classes.

Mr. MeLarty: That does not appi
throughout the Commonwealth.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There ni
many designs. One can go through Me
bourne and inspect hospital after hospit;
and find very few of the same design. T1
nearest approach one could get to the sair
design would be the Freemasons' Hospite
the design of which is similar to that of ti
Mfercy Hospital, except that a few improvi
nients have been made to the former whic
are lacking in the latter.
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The Premier: They are like most twins,
only one alike.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hospitals
are of all designs, the reason being that as
a new hospital is being built, defects in
other hospitals are avoided. The architect
improves on the older design. The Govern-
ment, being seized of the necessity to get
all information it possibly could on the
subject, took the opportunity to get Dr. L.
Le Souef, who was a prisoner of war for a
fair period and was being released-the
Government got the Army to agree to
this-to go to Sweden and from thence to
Canada and America on his way borne and
make the fullest inquiries possible. We
considered that he would be as competent
a person as any other to obtain the in-
formation. The committee can rest assured
that when men and materials are available,
these hospitals will he built on the sites
that have been chosen. I say to the member
for Beverley that I hope-

The Premier: He looks chastened.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: -he

will give due consideration to this matter.
If he has any plans or can assist the Gov-
ernment in any way, I am sure the Minister
for Health wvill be only too pleased to meet
him, becanse the Minister is just as keen
to dlo what he can for the nurses as I was
and as the member for Beverley ever was.

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [9.46]: The
ex-Minister for Health was very precise re-
garding the attention that was being given
to various districts from the medical point
of view, but many country memabers are of
a different opinion altogether. Granted,
the war has interfered considerably with the
number of nurses now available for civil
duties; but at outback centres, particularly
on the goldfields-apart from Kalgoorlie-
we find only one hospital in a district. If
the nursing staff of that hospital -is reduced
by 50 per cent., then definitely the nursing
service deteriorates. In a big centre such
as Kalgoorlie, Perth or Fremantle, there are
several hospitals; and if a person cannot
get accommodation at one he has only to
go across the street and find another that
can accommodate him. Adequate nursing
facilities on the goldfields are essential. Even
if we cannot do it now, we should try to
get nurses released from the city as soon
as possible and sent to the back country.
At the present time, the hospital at Leonora

has only three nurses, while the hospital at
Mt. Magnet has only two. Both hospitals
are essential to the people of the district.
A matron and sister cannot do all the work;
they have attempted to secure domestics, but
have been unsuccessful in their efforts.

My mission tonight, however, is to deal
with the Hospital Planning Committee. For
some tine past the people in the Leonora
district have endeavoured to build a hos-
pital of substantial dimensions, at a cost of
about £15,000. The idea is not to erect the
whole building at once, but to spread the
building over a period of three or four years.
The people have raised sufficient capital to
proceed with the work; but before they can
do so, they must obtain the permission of
the Hospital Planning Committee. They
have been waiting for eight months to get
that permission; but exception was taken
to the first set of plans submitted to the
committee on account of the verandah space.
That was a matter which could easily have
been overcome while the hospital was being
bulilt. A start.wvas proposed to be made on
the domestic portion, the kitchen, the servery
and the nurses' quarters. However, the com-
mittee held up the plans, or perhaps it was
the 'Under Secretary for Health who did so.
Which it was I do not know, but on every
occasion when we made a request we were
refused permission to build. Eventually I
got the Minister to agree to the members
of the committee visiting the district by
Lplane on the 10th of this month in order
to make an examination to ascertain what
work could be put in hand immediately. This
matter has been held up for months. For
the life of me, I cannot understand why
it should be necessary to have three special-
ists on the committee such as Dr. Muecke,
who is in charge of the Perth Hospital, Dr.
Heard, who is in charge of the Wooroloo
Sanatorium and Dr. Clarke, a specialist.
Dr. Muecke cannot he away from the hos-
pital for more than 24 houirs, and that re-
mark applies also to Dr. Henzel.

The Minister for Lands: Those are only
three members out of seven.

Mr. TRIAT: They arc the three important
members.

The Minister for Lands: I would not say
that.

Mr. TRIAT: They are the only men who
have been mentioned when I have approached
the health authorities. They would say, "Dr.
Clarke cannot get away. Dr. llrtecke can-
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not get away and Dr. Henzel cannot get
away." I have not heard the names of the
other four gentlemen. Surely we can get
one or two men on the hospital committee
who can stay away for two or three days
if required. I would like to know the names
of the other four. If they are available,
they should go away instead of holding up
the back country jobs for as long, as in
this instance, nine months. That is the most
important grievance I have. I hope the new
Minister will help the people in the back
country. On the 10th of this month the
hospital committee will be leaving by 'plane
for Leonora. It will be able to do the job
there in one day. If it does not get back
in the afternoon it will return the following
morning. We must have more hospital
attention in the back country. I believe that
regional hospitals are essential. Much as
we can do with a small hospital, we have
only one doctor there and when a cnompli-
cated ease, or a major operation, comes
along, the patient must be flown to Perth.
A regional hospital would have several doc-
tors and a full nursing staff that could deal
witb any class of operation or sickness.

Some time ago when the American Army
called up most of the doctors of that coun-
try, and certainly most of the physically
fit men and women, Kaiser established his
big plant to build Liberty ships. He was
confronted with what we are faced with,
that is, people who are ill, medical rejects
from the Army and people suffering from
all sorts of complaints. They were the only
ones he could get to do the laborious -work
of building ships. He found it necessary to
give medical service to these people and he
established a hospital. At one place he had
90,000 people working, and for seven cents a
day he was able to give them treatment as
good as that of any hospital in America.
The hospital he built cost much money and
was air-conditioned. He had specialists
there in every department of surgery, mcdi-
cine, bone-setting, etc. According to the book
I read, the cost of the treatment in somee
eases ran into 6,000 dollars, yet it was all
given for seven cents a day.

With proper organisation, the same could
he done with regional hospitals here. With
large numbers it is possible to do that, hut
it is not feasible with only 300 or 400 people.
The regional hospital, therefore, is essential
for our outback areas. People in the city
are all right. They have good doctors, hos-

pitals and accommodation. In the back cour
try, if a person becomes seriously ill, he ha
to charter an aeroplane. The result is the
in 99 eases out of 100 the patient suffex
because of bad accommodation or inadequat
expert treatment. I hope it will not be Ion
before consideration is given to the buildin
and equipping of regional hospitals.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.55]
This Vote gives me the opportunity c
again raising the question of the ice sur
plies for the metropolitan area& This wi
be an urgent matter within a very few day;
I have mentioned this subject for many yeaz
now so as to bring about some improvemer
in the supplies of ice. I have urged thi
the Government should try to increase tl
manufacture of ice in some of the depari
ments under its control, and that it shoul
extend its help to private ice companies her,
in the way of getting machinery and spa(
for the storage of ice. I understand thE
we are up against the same difficulty th:
year as last year because storage space
not available. Deliveries of ice are mad
in some portions of my electorate, but ne
all. This matter is vital to the health of tl
community. It is essential to have ice fc
the preservation of foodstuffs. Today man
mothers try to keep milk under proper cor
ditions in the summer. The time has Ion
gone by to tackle this problem. If sufficier
supplies do not come forward the onus:
on the Government to increase the amour
of ice it produces. Last year we had
long, dry summer.

This year -we have had a long winter an
it is still with us. But we are now entej
ing on our summer, and I know of man
people who find conditions difficult becauE
they cannot get supplies of ice for the prI
servation of food and delicacies for invalid
old people and mothers who are nursin
babies and who need to have adequate an;
plies of whole milk. I hope the Ministc
will look at this matter from the point c
view of the health of the metropolitan con
munity. I realise the difficulty of helpin
country people. Except in country towr
that are closely populated, the country fol
should he helped by being provided wit
refrigerators. I raise the matter again
the hope that the Oovernment will give
some attention. I will persist in nmy effori
until some relief is given to the people
represent. In conjunction with the memab
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for Fremantle, I have been to the Depart-
ment of War Organisation of Industry to
try to effect some improvement and, although
something has been achieved, much remains
to be done. I hope there will be an una-
provement in the supply of ice for the people
of the metropolitan area in the forthcoming
summer.

I wish to touch on the matter of infant
health clinics. I nam pleased that the Gov-
ernment is making provision for payment
of the nurses' salaries. Previously they were
met from the subsidy made available by the
Government, plus the contributions of the
local authorities. Because of the way that
the salary is made up, the nurse's time is
divided between possibly three centres. I
I have in mind Bayewater, Maylands and
Inglewood. Those centres are close to me,
and the people of my electorate attend those
clinics. The nurse's time is spread over the
three centres whereas a nurse would have
full-time employment at any one of them.
More adequate provision should be mnade
for these nurses to travel in order to con-
tact the mothers. Some portions of the
metropolitan area have no service at all.
The member for Nedlands said that in the
district he represents there has been some
excellent activity on the part of the local
people. The same applies in other centres,
but not all. The result is that infant health
in some places does not receive proper atten-
tion or the expert advice that could be re-
ceived from a clinic. I am not satisfied
with the administration of these infant
health clinics. They should be under one
control; that is, under the jurisdiction of
the Infant Health Association.

The Chldren's Protection Society oper-
ates a number of centres in the metropolitan
area. They are governed from the local
centres, and in most instances the local com-
mittees do nothing. A number of women
meet at the local centre and there is a con-
tribution of £100 from the Government, plus
£50 from the local authority, and the salary
is made up accordingly. The nurses do not
get an amount sufficient to enable them to
use their cars for the travelling that is
necessary. The administration of infant
health centres should be better organised than
has been the case in the past. I think a
greater responsibility is imposed on the
Health Department, not only in relation to
the metropolitan area, but also in country
towns where advice and assistance can be

given to mothers who are rearing babies
that will row up to be future men arid
women of this State.

I come now to travelling dental clinics
and to hygiene and dental assistance in
schools. I understand there are two den-
tists associated with the Health Department,
who render assistance in the schools, but they
are only tinkering with the question, and it
is impossible for their services to be ex-
tended for all the children attending the
primary schools. All the primary schools
in this State should be entitled to be visited
by dentists attached to the department, and
that would mean increasing the number of
dentists. Not only should the children attend-
ing State schools have this service, but the
children at all primary schools. That would
be in the best interests of the health of the
community in days to come, as it is essen-
tial that the children should grow up with
sound teeth. Too many of our young men
and women have teeth that are in bad con-
dition, with the consequent effects on their
health. Money spent in that direction would
prove of great benefit in the future lives
of the people of whom I amn speakting. I
hope the Minister will take these matters
into consideration, and that he will give
particular attention to seeing whether a
much better ice supply for the metropolitan
area can be assured.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) (10.53: 1
am pleased to see that the Health Depart-
meuL is recognising its reaponsibility for
infant health centres to a greater extent than
hag previously been the ease. I have always
believed that infant health centres should
be as much the responsibility of the Health
Department as is the running of hospitals
and other matters recognised for a number
of years as the sole responsibility of the
Health Department. Infant health centres
exist for the prevention of disease and to
make available remedial action in the case
of any defects that the babies may have.
Quite apart from the purely mercenary point
of view the Government is recouped, through
the better health of the community, for the
attention that it provides for children. The
majority of mothers taking their children to
these centres arc people of moderate means,
and many of them are in poor circumstances.
If the defects of children are not remedied
in babyhood the charge will fall more heavily
on the State later on. I am glad that the
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Government is providing a greater amount
-of monetary assistance to infant health
centres than has been the case in the past.
I think most people appreciate the service
being rendered by the dental and health in-
spection of schools, hut of course that service
is not adequate, and it has been difficult to
provide adequate attention during the war
period, owing to the shortage of medical
men and dentists. When things are back
-on a normal basis we should extend our
operations considerably in that direction.

The Minister for Lands: Provision has
been made for extra dentists, and we are
waiting to get them out of the Army.

Mr. STYANTS: I am glad to hear that.
I believe extra dental attention will pay divi-
dcnils, apart altogether from. the general
health and well-being of the children con-
cerned. I wish now to refer to the unsatis,-
factory progress made, at the Kalgoorlie
Hospital, in air-conditioning and the f urnish -
ing of the fine block of buildings that has
been erected as sleeping quarters for the
night nurses. Though that hospital serves
the whole of the Eastern Goldfields area it
is within the boundary of my electorate. A
few years ago the then Minister for Health
realised the great disadvantage under which
night nurses worked, particularly in the
summer months, owing to the difficulty of
getting rest. He understood the position par-
ticularly well, because he had been a miner
and had worked afternoon and night shifts
in the the hot goldfields climate, and he was
always sympathetic to the requests of names
that the old iron building, that had for so
long, served as their sleeping quarters, should
be replaced by a modern building, one that
would be air-conditioned during the summer
months so that they could rest properly dur-
ing the day.

Because of the exacting nature of their
work it is essential that night nurses he
properly rested when going on duty. The
result was that the splendid block of build-
ings has been constructed but because, so it
is said, a small electric motor is not pro-
currable in Australia, the air-conditioning has
not been provided. In addition to that, the
block is not being used at all because it is
said that furniture cannot be obtained. It
is difficult for me to believe that the small
2Y/2 or 3 h.p. motor cannot be procured in
Australia but it is even more difficult for
me to believe that the authorities cannot

obtain sufficient fUrniture to equip the buldd
ing.

I am particularly pleased with what th,
Government has done with regard to the Kal
goorlie Public Hospital. Some few year
ago it was just a conglomeration of dirty
old, ramshackle iron buildings that were
disgrace to the community. Now we have
newv hospital which the matron is proud t,
show to medical men who may be travellini
through Kalgoorlie from the Eastern States
While the authorities are to be commendei
on the fine hospital and service provided
I am disappointed that the air-condition ing
has not been carried out for the benefit o:
the nurses.

The Minister for Lands: So am 1.
Mr. ST rANTS:- The contract expired las

January and yet the block is locked up
If it were furnished it would be possible t,
relieve the position regarding the nurses, wh.
would not have to continue using their oh
quarters. I hope that further representa
tions will be made with a view to scurini
the necessary furniture for the block, tha
the requisite motor will soon be procurei
and that the nurses will have the advantag
of the new block during this summer.
understood the Minister to say that ther
would probably be a profit of about 5,00,
per annum in respect of the guarantee o
6s. per day by the Commonwealth Govern
ment under the National Service Scheme.
am very much afraid that it will not wor!
out that way at all.

The Minister for Health: The money wil
be paid into a trust fund for building pur
poses.

Air. STYANTS: That is so, hut it appear
to me that as one of the provisions impose
by the Commonwealth Government is that th
means test shall be abolished, the effort
wade hy the Government or by semi-govern
went controlled hospitals arc unlikely to re
sult in any profit at all. We know th
wonderful service rendered by medical pine
tition cr5 in an honorary capacity at th
Perth Hospital in the interests of patients ii
the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!
Mr. STYANTS: It has been possible fo

people almost verging on a state o
pauperism, to enter the Perth Hbs pita
where the best specialists in the State oper
nte upon and attend to them during thei
illness. As a matter of fact, people in ver'
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poor circumstances often have the benefit of
attention by specialists that is not avail-
able to those in receipt of middle class
salaries, people who would not be able to
afford the services of those specialists. Jn
the circumstances the medical men I refer
to are to be highly commended upon their
action. I fear that, with the abolition of
the means test, anyone will be able to enter
Perth flospital for treatment. In those cir-
cumstances it is not likely that the medical
practitioners will continue their honorary
work at the institution. If that is so, then
it follows logically that the Government will
have to engage a full staff of medical prac-
titioners which will probably necessitate the
expenditure of upwards of £50,000 a year.
Under those conditions I am afraid the-
scheme will not work out as well as some
people contemplate. I was pleased to hear
the former Minister for Health say that
Parliament will be given an opportunity to
consider whether the proposition will be ac-
cepted. In my opinion we will enjoy no bene-
fit as the result of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment's guarantee of Os. per day.

BM. NORTH (Claremont) [10.153:- I do
not propose to ask the Minister to spend
any motney but to indulge in propaganda in
regard to D.D.IX, ahout which we have read
so much in the Press, particularly with re-
gard to its use in combating the fly menace.
There is a lot of misapprehension as to what
D.D.T. will do. We have seen advertise-
nments inserted by wholesale purveyors of
the article and also other advertisements re-
garding a liquid spray for dealing with
flies. I think the Government at this stage
could well move in the matter. In the past
the Health Department has done a wonder-
ful work in educating people regarding
various matters. If we could eliminate flies
from the metropolitan area we would score
a great accomplishment. Recently we read
in the Press of an aeroplane flying two or
three times over a beach near New York,
using a spray of D.D.T. It was said that
as a result the beach was clear of flies and
mosquitoes for three months. Of course,
that may be merely an American story or a
tall Press yarn!

The Premier: At any rate there was a
report about it in the October issue of "The
National Geographic Magazine."

Mr. NORTH: in yesterday's Press there
appeared a report to the effect that it is
dangerous for people to rub their dogs and
eats with this powder. It was suggested
that the animals might he killed by such a
practice. Some people think that by spray-
ing their walls with the powder or mixing
it with an oil distemper and applying it to
the walls, flies will be eliminated for the
summer. There is quite a conflict of opinion
on the subject. The Minister for Health
appreciates what a wonderful thing it would
be if we could eradicate flies from the city,
and in the circumstances the Government
should place before the public what infor-
mation it has on the subject at the earliest
possible moment. In the past the Health
Department has made available to the public
information regarding diet and other mat.-
tens and has displayed notices in certain
public places with regard to specified dis-
eases;' Many years ago when I first entered
politics the cry was, "Swat that fly!" Now
it is, "Spray with D.D.T."

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [10.18]3: I
desire to draw attention to one or two
matters. In my electorate there is one hos-
pita! in particular that is carrying on under
great difficulty. The Minister knows the
circumstances in connection with the Run-
unoppin and District Hospital which for

soetime past has been operating with
one single-certificated nurse. I have the as-
surance of the Minister and the officers of
his department that every possible effort
has been made to relieve the situation
there. The hospital serves an Wren extend-
ing as far as 80 miles to the north, and the
fact that the medical facilities available
there have been so reduced has caused con-
siderable concern to the people of the dis-
trict. I think it is generally known that
the majority of patients treated in the
country hospitals are maternity cases that
reuire doubly certificated nurses. I under-
stand that the Minister as well as the Pre-
mier has endeavoured to obtain the release
of nurses from the Army.

The Minister for Lands: The Army is
now sending a whole batch to Japan.

Mr. LESLIE: I offer this suggestion that
the Government should point out to the
Commonwealth that doubly certificated
nurses are of little use in the Army, but are
a matter of great importance in the life of
the community. They are the nurses we
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particularly want, and their continuance in
the Army mean's a double loss to the State.
Not only are we losing their services as
nurses, hut we are also losing their special
skill, which is of such immense value in
the country districts.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier got
one out who is triply certificated.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, but she is not avail-
able to everybody and she does not solve
our difficulties in the country districts. I
believe that if the matter wvere put up to
the Commonwealth that we cannot afford to
allow these doubly certificated nurses to re-
main away, it should make some impression
and that the Commonwealth, if reasonable,
would see that there is sound cause for our
4contention. The loss of these nurses to the
country hospitals is very severe indeed.

I now wish to offer a few comments on
the infant welfare centres. The fact that
the Government has taken over, at least in
part, the financial responsibilities of the
infant welfare centres-

Mr. Doncy: Not all of them,
Mr. LESLIE: I said part of the financial

responsibilities. I am afraid that is not
sufficient.

The Minister for Lands: I thought you
would get to that stage.

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot get anywhere else.
I am of opinion that the responsibility the
Government has taken over is the least part
of the burden.

The Minister for Lands: Do not be too
rough.

Mr. LESLIE: I am not aware of the
figures, but I know there is considerable
dissatisfaction among infant health nurses
because they are not getting fair treatment
in the matter of travelling allowances.

The Minister for Health: They are getting
travellingr allowances in accordance with the
award.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not know whether the
award lays down the particular rate per mile.

The Minister for Health: It does.
Mr. LESLIE: Then it is a darned poor

award. I have gone into the figures, and I
would not like to travel the distances they
have to cover and suffer the inconveniences
for the miserable recompense they receive.
Some provision should be made to pay them
more adequately. The award does not limit
the amount that may be paid.

The Minister for Lands: There is nothin
to prevent a district from doing a bit, eithe:

Mr. LESLIE: Some of the districts d
a fair bit; they have the biggest part of th
burden to carry. It was those district
largely that were actually responsible fu
the Government's awakening to the impori
once of infant welfare work, and it is th
duty of the Government to carry the majo
portion of the burden.

The Minister for Lands: Mrs. Doney tol
me the importance of it years ago.

Mr. LESLIE: Then it is taking a lon
time to sink in.

The Minister for Lands: It did sink in.

Mr. LESLIE:- Possibly through our bam
mering away at it.

The Minister for Lands: We did that be
fore you came into the House.

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister for Land
wvcnt only a little way. I am trying to ge
his successor to take a big step forward.
would have preferred to see a larger vot
for infant welfare work. I believe that th
Government will have to embark on a pro
paganda campaign to secure an increase o
the population of the State. I think w
shall have to undertake a motherhood cam
paign, not only in this State, but throughou
the Commonwealth. I would not expee
the Minister to undertake it personally, bu
ways and means will have to be provided
According to statistics, at the rate we or
going and taking the past 80 years as
guide, by 1960 the population of Australi
will reach the approximate figure o
8,000,000 and from then on will decline
This is indicated by vital statistics over
period of 80 years, taking into account wan
depressions and everything else.

All the questionnaire3i sent out with a viet
to finding out why married couples do no
have children are beside the point. Th
main factor is that we have forgotten to pa:
to motherhood the tribitte due to the mothei
Today we find people in the street referrin,,
in derogatory terms to parents of larg
families, whereas they should be regardin!
the mother as a heroine doing a fine jol
for the country. We should endeavour tb

change that attitude and this can only b.
achieved by propaganda to inspire a differ
ence in outlook. Otherwise we shall con
tinue in the wrong way. Money will bh
needed, and the Government will certainl,
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have to increase its expenditure on infant
welfare work. There are many centres
where, unfortunately, no infant health nurse
is available. There are many districts where
mothers and even women expecting their
first child find themselves having to seek
advice about their health from neighbours
and having to listen to all the old women's
tales, with the result that after the child is
born, they are not game to have another.

It has been reported to me that the condi-
tion of the clothing of some of the patients
of the Claremont Hospital for the Insane is
not all that it should be. I have not investi-
gated this matter personally, but the re-
ports came from authentic sources. I regret
that the former Minister for Health was in
such a hurry to reply to the criticism that
had been levelled against the department
during his terma of office, because, had he
waited longer, he could possibly have given
some information on this little hit of criti-
cism. However, I submit it for investigation
and action by the present Minister for
Health. I understand there are many
patients in the institution who are not clothed
by any means as satisfactorily as they should
be. They are dependent on the Government
for their clothing, and it is not a credit to
the Government or the institution; nor is it
comfortable for the patients. I mention
this as something coming from an authentic
source that I firmly believe requires investi-
gation.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowne-in reply) 110.29]: I
have listened attentively to all that has been
said during the debate. My predecessor in
office has replied to quite a numher of the
criticisms, and I do not wish to traverse
the same round. I desire, however, to refer
to the 6s. per day that is to be paid to
patients. I do not want any misunderstand-
ing about it. What I said was that when
we were at the conference, all the repre-
sentatives of the States accepted the propo-
sal subject to its being approved by their
respective Governments on their return, be-
cause there was no alternative. I can defi-
nitely say that Victoria, New South Wales,
Queensland, Tasmania and South Australia
are accepting it because it will be of benefit
to them. I point out that it was never in-
tended to be a hospital benefit, but a patient
benefit. The hospitals must all have a public
ward; but may have an intermediate ward

and a private ward, for which a patient must
pay the difference between the 6s. and the
charge for the intermediate or the private
ward.

Mr. Leslie: It sounds a bit of a slander
to me.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There,
is nothing like that. I am surprised that
members do not think honestly ini this Chamn-
ber, because the least we expect is honesty.
As far as the people in the Eastern States
are concerned, the proposition was put for-
ward in an honest manner and there was n4o
exploitation. Certain people in the com-
munity do not wish to go into a public ward.
They are prepared to pay the difference and
go into an intermediate or a private ward,
and that is the reason why that provision
was made. Of course, if people go to a
private hospital they pay the difference be-
tween the 6s. and the charge made by that
hospital.

Mr. Leslie. Does that mean you would
have intermediate wards at the Perth Hos-
pitalV

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
Mr. Watts: Will you be able to retain

your honorary staff at the Perth Hospital?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Mr.

Chificy promised that if the honorary staff
decided not to earry on if the means test
were not applied, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment would make up the difference. The
work would he carried on as it is now car-
ried on in Queensland, where there arc no
honorary staffs. In Queensland the staffs are
paid so much per hour for the work they
do. We estimate that if we have to pay
our staff here it will cost the Commonwealth
Government at least £20,!000 per annum. Mfy
predecessor informs me it will cost more than
£20,000 per annum. However, that is some-
thing which can he considered.

Mr. Watts: Is that condition going to
be part of the agreement?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:- I can-
not say until I see the agreement, but that
was the promise made by Mr. Chifley him-
self. The Leader of the Opposition may ob-
tain confirmation by ringing up Mr. Huelin
tomorrow morning. The member for Murray-
Wellington said that nothing had been done
to alleviate the position of hospital staffs
and that some hospitals were closing down.
I assure the hon. member that the Premier
has done everything possible in that connec-
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tion. As he interjected the other day, he had
done everything from pleading to abusing,
as the position was so serious. Nearly 100
of our nurses enlisted in the Forces and
not one has been released that I know of
to work in our hospitals. If we could secure
the release of a fair number of those nurses,
our position would not be so bad. The mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington also said he
thought it would be well to train some of
our young people. That is being done at the
Perth Hospital. We have a dietitian there
wvho gives instruction and encourages the
young people to take up this work. Matrons
of hospitals with more than 20 beds are in-
vited annually to attend at the Perth Hos-
pital to obtain instruction in cooking and
diet.

Mr. Doney: Has the presence of the dieti-
tian resulted in better meals being supplied
at the hospital?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
We give credit to the dietitian, who is very
enthusiastic and interested in her work.

Mr. MeLarty: Should not nurses be
trained to take charge of hospitals as mat-
rons?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are being so trained. I have had much ex-
perience of hospitals myself. I was secre-
tary of the Lake Way hospital when I was
a boy and I have since been a member of
committees and also chairman. I attended
closely to the work, in which I was greatly
interested. Our methods today are far
superior to what they were 20 or 30 years
ago. Today every effort is being made to
train young people and also to induce our
nurses to study in order to become qualified
as matrons. The member for Nedlands spoke
about the Old Men's Home. The Minister
for Lands partly replied to the points he
raised. The home is built on a beautiful site.
The men who payCLi is. a week have Us. 6d.
per week to spend and seem to be well
satisfied with their conditions. As -was
pointed out, the men who are paying 27s. 6d.
per week enjoy amenities which are not
extended to those who pay only £1 is. a -week.
A'nnmber of the old men are not paying
anything at all.

Mr. Doney: Is the 1-s. 6d. in addition to
tobacco?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No, it
is to buy tobacco and matches. Apparently
some members want the Government to give

away everything and then, at the end of thi
financial year, want to know why the Gov
erment does not balance the Budget. IL
regard to food, I do not know exactly wha
the position is; but I have visited the homi
and bad a chat with two or three of thi
old fellows whom I highly respect, becausi
I value the good work they did in developinj
the State. They seem to be perfeetly sais
fled; but I have promised to pay anothei
visit with the member for Nedlands late~r
It will be a surprise visit and we shall thei
ascertain exactly what the position is.
na rather anxious to think that the gooi
food which is supplied to the Home may bi
spoilt in the cooking. There is no doubt tha
the food supplied to the institution is good
so it should merely be a matter of its being
cooked properly. It was also said that
number of the men were sent to the horn
to die. That is a wrong construction. '
feel that even the name "Sunset" should bi
changed.

The Minister for Lands: The men cbos
that name themselves. I organised the com
petition and the men won.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I dic
not know that. I feel that the name "Sun
set" suggests that for the men the sun t
setting. The staff seem to be reasonabli
satisfied and are doing a reasonably goo(
job. I may state that the staff knew I we!
visiting the home;, whether or not thai
made any difference I do not know. How
ever, I had a good look through the hom4
and,' with the exception of a few locker!
and some amenities, the position is reason
able. The member for Mt. Magnet com
plained of the shortage of nurses. The de
partment and the Minister are anxious ii
that direction, especially as regards th4
country. Because we cannot get a matror
and staff the Esperanee hospital will havi
to he closed, and there arc two or threu
others in the same position. I do not thini
the salary or allowances have made aa
difference, although I believe that thi
nurses are entitled to better conditions
We have endeavoured to get to the Arbi.
tration Court to have those matters ad
justed. But that would not make any dif
fereuce to the position. The whole troubh
is due to the war. We have not been ablE
to get the nurses back to fill the vacancies
There are many metropolitan nurses whc
have been acting in the various hospitals
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but they left to go back to their homes
when their husbands returned.

What the hon. member said' about the
Leonora hospital is quite true. The people
there have collected a certain amount of
money, and plans and specifications 'were
sent to the department, which considered
that the number of beds required was too
extravag~ant and wanted to get the Hos-
pital Planning Committee up there to look
into the position. It has been difficult to
get busy doctors away, but eventually we
decided to go by 'plane. We recognise
that unless the nurses get accommodation
they cannot be expected to remain in the
country. We have no control over nurses.
The National Security Regulations have
been lifted so that they can go where they
please. They need not do any nursing at
all. Generally speaking, however, the
nurses are very good and agreeable. They
will go where the conditions are reasonable.

The question of regional hospitals has
been given a lot of consideration. I can-
not enlarge on what my predecessor has
said. These hospitals will be staffed with
the necessary specialists and equipment.
They will he important institutions i the
back country. It would be impossible to
have a regional hospital in the North-West
on account of the scanty population. We
will be able to have only a central hospital
there. The member for Middle Swan com-
plained about the ice supplies. I did not
know that the Health Department had
much to do with ice. However, I under-
stand the position, especially the ease of
those who have small ice chests. I can as-
sure the hon. member that the Government
will do everything possible to see that ice
is distributed. It is difficult to get ice into
the country. We cannot send ice to Layer-
ton because it melts before arriving. The
same thing applies to other parts4 of the
State. People living in the city and other
large centres have many amenities that are
not available in the country. My pre-
decessor indicated that he was willing to
take over the infant health centres under
certain conditions. That has already been
done. Generally speaking they are well
satisfied. There are a few anomalies to be
cleaned up. The question of travelling ex-
penses is one.

Mr. Doney: You are in the process of
doing that now.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
are giving that consideration. The nurses
are getting travelling allowances in accord-
ance with the award. The member for Mt.
Marshall said we should let the awards go.
If we did that the railway workers and
others would come along and say, "You can
do the same for us."

Mr. Leslie: The Arbitration Court fixes
the minimum.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It
fixes the minimum and the maximum.

Mr, Leslie: Unfortunately it becomes the
minimum.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I 'ad-
mit that is the reason why they have not
got more, hut that is the award. The mem-
ber for Middle Swan said the department
has only two dentists. We have four, but
only three are operating because it has been
impossible to get a fourth one. When the
dentists return and we have our full quota,
we should be able to meet the requirements
of the State. We cannot go too far. Mem-
bers will be wanting us to provide two dozen
dentists,

Mr. Watts: .Are you not calling applica-
tions for one nowl

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It
would be of no use doing that because they
are not available.

Mr. Watts: Is there not an application in
the "Government Gazette"?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
have applied. We have four, but we are one
short because we have not been able to get
one to fill a vacancy.

Mr. floney: That is what the Leader of
the Opposition is saying.

The MITNISTER FOR HEALTH:. That
is the position. The member for Kalgoorlie
complained of the nurss' quarters not being
furnished. There is something wrong there.
Up to date he is quite right in what he said.
They have not received the furniture nor
have they been able to obtain a motor for
the air conditioning of the nurses' quarters.
That matter will be looked into, and when
we can do something in that direction it will
be accomplished. Something has been done
with D.D.T. at Claremont. I believe it hajs
been an effective means of dealing with hugs
and flies. The Agricultural Department has
been dealing with D.D.T., and all restric-
tions. have now been lifted. It will he avail-
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able to those who require it, according to
the quantities that can be supplied in the
future. A regulation was, brought down re-
stricting its distribution under the Pharma-
ceutical Act.

Mr. North: Give us information on bow
to use it.

The Premier: The trouble is that they do
not know what it might do.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I will
see what can be done in that direction and
have it made public.

The Premier: The entomologists of the
Department of Agriculture are constantly
working on it.

Hon. N. Keenan: It has wonderful effects.
The MINISTER 'FOR HEALTH: Jth

effects can be detrimental too. It can kill
bees and other things that help the com-
munity generally.

The Premier: You use it to kill red mlite
and you also kill the bees.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:. The
Kununoppin Hospital was mentioned, and I
know something about that because I have
a brother-in-law in the bank there. His wife
was a nurse. There has been a serious short-
age there. We have done everythirng possible
to supply nurses, and as soon as we have
three nurses or less available we shall send
them along. We have no control over doubly
certificated nurses. We cannot stop them
from going to Japan if they wish to do so.
It would be difficult for the Commonwealth
Government to knock them back because they
have the extra qualification. At the same
time they are very important to the back
country of thisa State.

Bir. Watts: Apparently the Government
would sooner spend L50,000,000 on encourag-
ing migration than prevent a few nurses go-
ing abroad.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: As re-
gards the clothing for nurses, up till recently
we were using the military residues, as it
were, and they were badly clad, but the con-
ditions are now much improved and they are
pleased with the clothing that is coming
along.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Public Health £56,536; M ental

Hospitals and Inebriates £14 7 ,l68-a greed
to.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 10.53 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.31
p.ma., and read prayers.

MOTION-URGENCY.
Geraldton Hospital and Infectious Diseases

The PRESIDENT: I have received th.
following letter from Hon. E. H. H. Hall:

Ferth, 7th November, 1945. Sir, I desire t,
inform, you that at the commencement of th.
Sitting of the Council today it is my intentioi
to move, under Standing Order No. 59, th,
adjournment of the House to discuss a matte-
of urgency, namely, the urgent necessity to.
the Government to take immediate action ti
provide for the propej treatment of infection
diseases at the Victoria District Hospital, Ocr
aldton, and thereby endeavour to allay the alarn
stated to be felt by those responsible for th.
conduct of the institution.

It will be necessary for four members ti
rise in their places to support the proposal

Four members having risen in their places

HON. E. Hf. H, HALL (Central) [4.33]
I move:

That the House at its rising adjourn til
Friday, the 9th November, at 2.30 p.m.
I want to read a report that appears in "Th,
West Australian" of the 5th of this month
It includes some statements made by Dr
Watson of Geraldton. The report is hcade(
in black type, "Geraldton Hospital" and ii
as follows:-

"Thte position at the Geraldton hospital -4
regard to the treatment of infectious case
luad caused and was still causing the graves.
concern to alt responsible for the conduct oi
the institution,'' said Dr. A. T. Watson, atr
meeting of the Geralclton Regional Hospita
Committee.


